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met with a general approb tion, he E 
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perfect hots to ak "i ar We . 
ſervices, but, together with the 
pious Author of this Publication, I 
18 removed to that better world, 
Where the exalted worſhip of the 
| celeſtial inhabitants doth aſſiſt and 
animate her devotions. Theſe two 
I Prayers were communicated at the 
. requeſt of the deceaſed; and if he 
Bad lived to have ſent this Work to 
the preſs, he intended to have in- 


5 ſerted them. 44 Tee 


A. "Ak expreſſions in. _ Cows 3 
* ſonal Prayers are borrowed from 1 
Dr. Doddridge, Dr. Watts, &c. &. 
but it was thought better to retain. 
them than ſubſtitute others leſs Pi 

1285 in their ſtead, | 2 
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As two large impreſſions have 


been ſold off, a Third Edition is 
now offered to the Public, with 


ſome few alterations, | 
London, 1796. 3 
JOHN HOGG 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 


FOR THE CLOSET. 


1. A {0m Proyer for the Lord's Day. 


"Croat and bleſſed God, 4 Ma- 
| ker and Lord of heaven and earth 1 
chow art poſſeſſed of all power, wiſdom, 
and goodnels ; ; all riches, majeſty, and 


| | dominion are thine ; and thou art wor- 


| thy to be revered and honoured, loved 
and obeyed, by all on earth, and all 


in heaven. I adore thee as the Torn 


tain of all being, of all happineſs and 
perfection; and particularly as the God 
of my * the Author of all my Pan 


( 
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of all my future hopes. 


On thee do 1 conſtantly depend for the 7 


. oe: * #44 * 5 * 7 
4 : g - * 


2 - parry DEvortoxs 


and preſent mercies, and the F oundation | 
My times, O Lord, are in thy 1 hand. 


continuance of that life which 1 at firſt 


received from thee, and which I am Þ 


under the ſtrongeſt obligations to devote 
entirely to thy ſeryice. But more eſpe- i 


cially am 1 bound to Ader thee with 


— 


| grace have I fooliſhly waſted, or finfully 


that portion of my time 'which thou haſt 


in a peculiar manner conſecrated to thy- 
ſelf. I thank thee for the inſtitution of 


the Sabbath as a day of ſacred reſt; ſet 
apart from worldly cares and labours to 
thy more immediate worſhip and ſer· 
vice; and would eſteem it a delight, Y 
holy of the Lord, and honourable. 3 
Many ſeaſons of mercy and means off 


abuſed. Yet, bleſſed be thy name, thou 
haſt now brought me to ſee the light ol 


another of the Fae ns the Son of Man. 
7p O let 


ron Tas CLOSETS = -” 


ol let not this Sabbath be added to the 5 


number of my loſt Sabbaths ; but belp 
me to ſpend it in thy fear, to employ 


W it ia holy acts and devout exerciſes, and 


to improve it to my ſpiritual edification, 5 
and to my increaſe in divine waren : 
racks" and comfort. 1 
This is the day in which by great Re- | 
deemer of the world, after having made 
his ſoul an offering for fin, broke the 
bonds of death, and roſe | triumphant 
from the grave. O that I, being quick- - 
ened together with him, and raiſed from 
the death of ſin to a life of righteouſneſs, 
may be engaged to ſeek thoſe things 

| which are above, where he now ſits at thy 


1 right hand! Help me to chace away car- 
nal and worldly affections from my heart, 


and to raiſe my thoughts and views to 


ſpiritual and heavenly objects. And 2 1 


may all my ſentiments, words, and ac- 
tions, from the beginning to the end of 
- B 2 this | 


— 


. 


* DAILY DEVOTIONS 
this thy day, be holy and unreprovable 
in thy ſight. 

SGive me, O Lord, fuch mk appre- 
henſions of thine adorable nature and at- 
tributes, ſuch admiring Views of thy 
creating power and wiſdom, of thy pro- 
vidential care, and of thy redeeming love 
and grace, as ſhall excite in my ſoul all 
ſuitable affections towards thee; the 
deepeſt veneration, the pureſt love, the 
lvelieſt hope, and ſublimeſt joy. Form 
my {ſoul to a reſemblance of thyſelf; 
and grant that, by the influence of thy 
good ſpirit, I may be renewed in the ſpi- 
Tit of my mind, and enabled to put on 
that New Man who, after God, is cre- | | 
ated in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 
May the great work of religion, in all 
Its branches, be confidered by me as the 
moſt honourable, the moſt important, 

and the moſt delightful- employment i in 


which I can be engaged: and in this 
buſineſs 


a * 


ron THE eos Er. 5 
buſineſs ler me never be ſlothſul or ne- 
gligent; but always prepared to ſerve 
thee with cheerfulneſs, fidelity, and zeal. 
I would this morning, with all poſſi- 
ble ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, renew the 


W dedication of myſelf to thee, my God. 


Thine ] am, by the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, 
| intereſt, and gratitude; and thine I 
would for ever be. Take thou the full 
poſſeſſion of my heart, which thou haſt 
formed for thyſelf: and help me to 
make an unfeigned ſurrender of all that 
I am, and all that I have, to thee, the 
great Proprietor of all. With purpoſe 
of heart would I cleave unto thee. O 
keep me cloſe to thyſelf; and let no- 
thing be able to ſeparate n me from * 
love. | 
| Help me, O Lond; to 1 ads 
conſtant ſenſe of thy preſence, and to 
| maintain an habitual communion with 
thee my Heavenly Father, and with thy 
7h = 8 


. DEVOTIONS 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt. May I find it ak 
for me to draw near unto thee, from 
time to time, in the exerciſes of private 
and public deyotion ; and be in the 
happy number of thoſe whom thou chu» 
ſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto thee T 
with acceptance; whom thou latisfieſt 
with the goodneſs of thy houſe, and 
| cheereſt wich the hope of worſhipping: 
and ſerving thee more tions in 1150 
arten temple. By 
In an humble imitation of hy diffs | 
Gor goodnefs, O. thou moſt benevolent 
of Beings, I would defire to cheriſh in 
my heart a ſincere good-will and fervent 
ie to all my fellow- creatures, who 
are thy offspring. Nor let me think it 
5 merely to wiſh them well, and 
to abſtain from injuring them, but make 
me ever ready to do them all the good 
in my power. And efpecially let me 
never be ne in the diſcharge of 
tholf 
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rox THE CLOSET, 7 
thoſe duties which, belong to my, parti | 
cular ſtation and relations. 
Give me alſo wiſdom clearly to ot 
cern, and effectually to purſue my own 5 
trueſt welfare and happineſs. . 
me to prefer the intereſt of my ſoul to 
that of my body ; ; to keep all my appe- | 
tites and paſſions under a due regulation; 5 
to cultivate the graces of humility and / 
meekneſs, moderation and contentment, / : 
to poſſeſs my ſoul in patience, amidſt all\ 
the trials and troubles of this preſent \ 
Rate; and to be, above all things, ſolicitous / 
to enſure my future and eternal bliſs. 
For theſe moſt important purpoſes, 
bleſs, O merciful God, all the means of 
grace that I enjoy; ; and particularly the 
opportunities I may have this day of | 
aſſembling with my fellow- chriſtians to 
attend the ordinances of public worſhip 
and religious inſtruction. + AM thy 
miniſtering ſervants 1 in their addreſſes „ 
B B 4 „ thee, 


1 DAILY. DEVOTIONS 

thee, and in their endeavours to improve 
and edify their hearers; and let their 
ſervices in thy lanctuary be attended 
with much ſucceſs. os 
And now unto Him who was dead, 
but is alive, and lives for evermore, 
who has redeemed, us to God by his 
blood, and is exalted to be our Prince 
and Saviour, — to him be glory and 
| dominion for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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0 Molt bleſſed and glorious God ! 
thy name is excellent in all the 
carth; and thou haſt {et thy glory above 
the heavens. Thou art great, and 
greatly to be praiſed; thou art good, 2 
and greatly to be loved; and worthy to 
receive the united adoration and hom- 


Fi of all ny ar creatures. Thou 
needeſt 


5 * rur CLOSET. „„ 
; needeſt not, indeed, our ſervices, nor canſt 
receive the leaſt advantage from our 
8 praiſes: but never can we be more ho- | 
| nourably or advantageouſly. employed, 
than in celebrating thy: perfections, ad- 
|  miring thy u orks, gratefully recollecting 
the paſt inſtances of thy goodneſs, and 

imploring the continuance of ty: kind 
and ſavourable regards. ert. Dag 0 
Bleſſed be thy name for the renewed 2 
opportunities I have this day had of 
: waiting upon thee in thy houſe, of join- 


ing in the public ſervices of thy ſan&u- 


_ ary, of hearing thy word explained and 
enforced, and of being from thence in- 
ſtructed and encouraged in thoſe ways 

of righteouſneſs which lead to life eternal. 

Help me, good Lord, to make a proper | 
improvement of thoſe religious advan- 
tages and means of grace which thon 

affordeſt me; let me not abuſe them by 

reſting i in them, but be ſolicitous that 
3 Nos 


4 


r 


oe ln Duro tone | 


the ends for which they are deſigned 


may be anſwered in me. Enable me to 


live in a manner ſuitable to the profeſ; 
. fion I make, to the privileges 1 enjoy, 


And to the obligations and engagements 


I am under to thee. O that thy laws 
may be more deeply engraven on my 


Ty heart-! O that the truths 1 have this day 
heard may be ſo faithfully kept in mind 


as to be of laſting uſe, for the better in- 
formation of my judgment, and the re- 


gulation of my temper and conduct. 


Pardon thoſe imperfections, moſt 3 
ciful Father, which have attended my 


religious duties this day, in thy houſe or 
in my own. Forgive the deadneſs and 
dulneſs of my affections, the wandering 


of my thoughts, and the diſtractions of ; 
my mind. I am grieved and aſhamed 1 
to think how little my heart has been 
engaged in the work of prayer and praiſe, 
With what. indifference have I heard the 

meſſages 


| x08 THE closHr. i 


meſſages of thy grace, and attended. to 
WU the notices of thy will: and how unaf- 
2 | fected have 1. been with a ſenſe of the 


evil of ſin, the worth of my ſoul, the 


weight of eternity, and the greatneſs 
of that future glory and felicity which 
will be the certain portion of all my . 


truly love and ſerve thee | Os 
O that I may have the wiſdom to fi nd 


my future Sabbaths better, and learn to 
be at all times more ſerious and conſide- 
| rate, more ſpiritually and heavenly mind- 
ed, than 1 have bitherto! Let my 
thoughts be more frequently. and de- 
lightfully employed in meditating on 
the glorious perfections of thy nature, 
as diſplayed in thy works, and in thy 
word. Purify my affections, that I 
may love thee above all, and delight in 


thee and in thy laws; and may renounce 


and deteſt whatever is evil! in itſelf and ; 


Sipleaſing to thee. * grant that 1 
1 may 
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thee, in all tue 


7 
/ 


may every day feel more. and more of 


5 that peace and ſatisfaction which 18 the 
genuine effect of a growing acquaintance | 


with thee ; and- a cloſe adherence to 


Whilſt I am Hire in this world, help 5 


me by faith to live above i it. Suffer me 


not to mind and purſue earthly things, 
as if J had choſen the world for my por- 
tion, and had no better inheritance in 


view: but, knowing that I have here no 


continuing city, may I ſeek one to come; 


even that city which has foundations, 
whoſe Builder and Maker is God. Con- 
| ſidering myſelf as only a ſtranger and 


pilgrim on earth, let me live like a citi- 
zen of heaven, and have my converſa- | 
tion there. Enable me, O Lord, by 
thy mighty power, to oyercome all the 


| difficulties and oppoſitions, trials and 
5 temptations, which I may meet with in 


my Journey heaven - wards, And by 
mating 


rox THE crosbr 0 „ 
5 making dri advances and " #nprove- | | 
ments in holineſs and goodneſs, may 1 
be gradually growing more and more fit 
for a ſhare in that glorious inheritance 
which i is among thy ſaints in light. 1 
hleſſed be thy name, O God of grace, 
that thou didſt take compaſſion on a2 
world that lay in wickedneſs, and was 
expoſed to miſery and ruin; and didſt 
contrive the grand ſcheme of our re- 
demption and ſalvation: — that when , 
the fulneſs of time was come, thou didſt 1 
ſend forth thine own Son into the world, 
to execute the purpoſes of thy goodneſs ; 
to teach us the moſt important and ſa- 
lutary doctrines; to inſtruct us in the 
knowledge of thy nature arid will ; of 
the duties thou requireſt of us, and of 
the bleſſings thou haft intended for us; 
to ſet before us the moſt amiable and 5 
animating example of univerſal good- 
neſs, in his own character and conduct $* 
„ ff.... 
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4 | | PAILY. DEYoTIONS | | 
and at length to ſuffer and to die, the juſt 
for the unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to God. Bleſſed be thy name, that thou 
haaſt, with thy right-hand, exalted this 
our ſuffering and dying Redeemer, to be 
our Prince and Saviour; and that having 
been made perfect through ſufferings, he 


is become the Author of eternal ſalvation 
0ð0 all them that obey him. 


Blefſed be thy name that the ridings of | 


this falyation haye. reached my ears; that 


the kind offers of grace, peace, and eter- 


if 7 nal lite, are held forth to me in the gol- 
|: pel of thy Son; that thou art waiting to 


be gracious unto me, and earneſtly in- 


Viting and importuning me to be recon- 
ciled unto thee. _ O that I may cheer- 


tions; that I may thankfully accept 
_ thine offered bleſſings on thy own terms, 
and he taught molt highly to value, and 


h to improve all thoſe ineſtimable 


privi- 


1 
7 
01 


| privileges and advantages of a: ſpi rival | 
_ nature, with RED) AO: hat bw 2 


2x A 


ho or St mah e mercies ana. 
art beſtowing upon me from day to day, 


and particularly for the preſervation and 


ſupplies of the day paſt, I would like- 


wiſe offer Thee my unfeigned tribute f 4 


gr atitude and praiſe. O let a ſenſe of 


thine unmerited goodneſs abide con- 


tinually on my heart; and help me not 
only to ſpeak, but to live to thy praiſe. _ 
And now be. pleaſed to take me, © 


tad. into thy care and Protection this 
night. Defend me from all evils and 1 
dangers, and refreſh me with ſweet and 


comfortable repoſe. Let me lie down 


with holy thoughts of thee; and when 
I awake, let me be ſtill with The. 


I would commend to thy kind and 


gracious regards, all my relatives and 
friends, Do them good, and bleſs them 


with 


FOR TAE eLOSET, * 
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With all ſuch ſpiritual and temporal bletF. 
ings as thou knoweſt to be moſt proper 
and needful for them. Viſit, in mercy, | 
ſuch as are under affliction. Give them 
patience and ſubmiſſion to thy will: re- 
lieve their diſtreſſes, and afford them all 
the neceſſary ſupports, and thoſe divine 
: eee which are neither few 
nor ſmall. -{, © Win 
Extend, 0 thou God Ala Father of 
all, thy loving kindneſs and weren | 
to the whole human race. Send the 
light 'of thy glorious goſpel through 
every part of the habitable world; and 
whereſoever it ſhines, may ir be the 
means of ſpreading not only knowledge 
and truth, but righteouſneſs and peace 
amongſt them. Continue thy merciful 
regard to this land of my nativity. In- 
ſpire our rulers with wiſdom and inte- 
grity; ; guide all our public councils 
and affairs for the beſt ; watch over our 
| | liberties 
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liberties ; ; pardon our national fins ; and 


| work a thorough reformation. amongſt . - 


us. Be gracious to all who miniſter in 
holy things; and ſucceed their endea- 
vours for promoting the cauſe of true 
religion, by their uſeful N and 
exemplary lives. | 25 
Hear me, good Lord, in theſe my im- 
perfect petitions; ; and mercifully accept 
of this my. evening ſacrifice of prayer and 
praiſe. Keep me in thy fear and in thy 
favour, through the remainder of my 
ſhort and uncertain life; ſupport and 
comfort me in my dying moments; and 


after death be thou my portion and ex- 75 


ceeding great reward, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of thy Love; in whom I 
deſire to be found living and dying, | 
and by whom 1 would aſcribe to Thee, 
O Heavenly Father, all honour, glory, 
and dominion, now and ever. Amen. 5 
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O Eternal and Almighty God, heaven 
is thy throne, and, this. earth is. but | 
thy footſtool ! I adore thine infinite 
condeſcenſion for making that, to be my 
duty which 1 ought ever to eſteem my 
greateſt privilege the permiſſion and 
opportunity. of praiſing T hee, and cele- 
brating thy perfections. The return of 
this ſacred morning excites in my mind 
a freſh and grateful, remembrance of thy 
| kind regard to my ſoul, as well as tomy 
body. With the ſincereſt gratitude J 
thank thee, O thou beneficent Parent 
of all, for every inſtance of thy goodneſs 
towards me. All I have, I derived at 
_ firſt from thy bounty. All I enjoy, flows 
from the lame divine munificence. 
, Tis owing, to thy care that I have been 


mr. in lafety through” the darkneſs and 
;  filence 


Yor TE ener -Ig 
lence of the paſt. night. And tis an 


inſtance of thy Fatherly compaſſion that 


not only ſecurity, but comfortable ref 
and refreſhing ſleep haye been my por- 
W tion. How great is thy kindneſs to the 
children of men! How amazing thy 


1 


goodneſs ! Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, 


and let all that is within me bleſs his 


holy name. May I never forget thy 
mercies, which are renewed every morn- 


ing. I thus thank and adore thee as 
the Former and Preſerver of my mortal 


body. Bur I would in the moſt exalted _ 


{trains of deyotion praiſe Thee, as the Fa- 


ther of ſpirits, and the Author of all my 
intellectual powers and faculties. . Ac> 
. cept my moſt profound and thankful ae- 


knowledgments for the light of reaſon, 


and the injunctions of conſcience, where- - | 
by Iam in ſome meaſure informed of 24 
thy glorious perfections, and of the ſer- 
vices which thou haſt enjoined, to make 


: : me . 
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=_ | DAILY DEVOTION 
me „ both here and hereafter. But 
eſpecially, and above all, I deſire to 
praiſe thee with the warmeſt gratitude | / 
for the unſpeakable gift of thy Son Jeſus © 
Chriſt our Lord, for the clear manner 
in which my duty i is made known in his 
| goſpel, and for the many divine and 
powerful motives by which the practice 
of it is enforced. At the ſame time 1 
praiſe and bleſs Thee for the inſtitution 
of religious ordinances, and for the ſet⸗ 
ting apart one day in ſeven, that I may 
withdraw my thoughts from the buſineſs, 
the cares, and the amuſements of life. 
May this ſacred time be always employed 
by me to the beſt of purpoſes. May J 
devoutly converſe with thee my Almighty 
Creator and Supreme Governor, in the 
offices of prayer and devotion. Teach 
me to know thy will, to become ac 
quainted with che rules and meaſures of 
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my duty, and thus make me wiſe unto 
„eternal falvation. Inſtruct me how to 
| WH meditate on thy perfections with un- 
ffeigned devotion, and ſincere fervour of 


affection. By this means may I contract 
a veneration and love for thy matchleſs 
attributes, till the ſtrongeſt and pureſt 
deſires are excited in my ſoul, and I am 
urged on to acquire as near a reſem- 


blance to Thee in thy moſt glorious perfet- 


tions, as a frail creature can attain. 
Lord God, I lament with the deepeſt 
contrition of ſoul, the little progreſs I 


per. How negligent have I been in thy 
ſervice! How cold and languid my 
devotions! How often, in my im- 
mediate addreſſes to Thee, the heart- 
ſearching God, have my thoughts wan- 
dered, and my devotions been carelefily 

performed! My affections have been 
25 


have made in acquiring this divine tem- 


22 DAILY DEVOTION 
withdrawn from Thee the centre of every 
thing amiable, glorious, and ſupremely 
excellent, and have been fixed on the 
en ignoble objects of time and ſenſe. 
T'confeſs this with ſhame and the fin- 
cereſt ſorrow of heart, and would hum- 
ble myſelf before Thee for ſuch languor 
and careleſſneſs. At the ſame time I ac- 
knowledge I have been guilty of many 
iniquities. I have finned! againſt clear 
light, and the beſt inſtructions and reſo- 
lutions. 1 have offended in thought, in 
word, and in deed. I have tranſgreſſed 
thy laws, which are the laws of reaſon, 
and the only ſure means of conducting 
me to happineſs. Gracious and com- 
paſſionate God, bluſhing and confuſion 
of face muſt cover me; remorſe and 
contrition muſt fill my breaſt, on account 
of my rebellion, m my ingratitude, and my 0 
aggravated and heinous tranſgreſſions. 
Alx I can yur before Thee is mercy. | 
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4 1 that, all my hopes and expectations 


center. Adored be thy forgiving love 
in Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who is the way, 


che truth, and the life, and through 
W whom ſinful penitent mortals may ap- 
WW proach Thee and find acceptance. 1 


come in his name, in thine own ap- 
pointed way, reſolving to comply with 
the terms of the goſpel-covenant. Give 


me light ſufficient to inſtruct me, and 


ſtrength ſufficient to enable me to put 


my good reſolutions into practice. O 
thou Father of all mercy, thou God of 


all grace, forgive all my ſins, and grant 


me all that aſſiſtance which ſhall be re- 0 
= quiſite for me in every ſituation. 5 


May I be watchful over myſelf, and 
guard againſt a careleſs or a ſenſual tem- 


per. May I be mortified to the world 
and its enjo nents, and poſſeſs true 


chriſtian mo. ration. May the devo- 


| tions 1 ſhall engage in, and the inftruc- 


tions 
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tions I ſhall receive this day, prove effec- 
tual to this good purpoſe. May my 


= mind be enlightened by hearing divine 


truths ; and my ſoul elevated by prayer 
and praiſe. May the motives of che 


goſpel be ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon my 
heart, as to enable me effectually to op- 


poſe every temptation, and to triumph 
over all my ſpiritual enemies. May I 


wean mylelf more and more from time 


and ſenſe, and ſhow that I am a child of 


5 God, and born from above, by having 
my converſation in Heaven , even while | 
I live in the preſent world. Suffer no 

trial to await me in which my good 
diſpoſitions ſhall be eicher overcome or 
weakened: But when virtue ſhall be at 
any time ready to give way before more 
powerful temptation, do thou who haſt 
acceſs to the human heart, pour ſuch 
light and ſtrength into my ſoul, as ſhall 
excite proper conſiderations within me, 


and 


rox THE CLOSET, 25 
and ſhall reſtore me to uy true ſelf; to. 
che influence and direction of conſcience- 
and religion. May the governing prin- 
5 oiples of my lite be faith in Chriſt, and 
unfeigned unreſerved obedience and ſub- 
= miſſion to Thee, my Heavenly Father. 
Enable me to be continually making * 
progreſs in holineſs, and to aim at the 
W higheſt attainments. 
Wich reſpect to my worldly 8 1 
I know not what is beſt. All I aſk is to 
be placed in ſuch a ſtate as ſhall moſt 
effectually tend to improve me in divine f 
knowledge and chriſtian virtue. To 
= this end may I, ever regard the preſent 


ite in its true light, as deſigned to train 


me up for another and a better world; 
towards which; the nearer 1 advance, the 
more prepared may I become. How- 
| ever things are ordered as to my worldly 
condition, make me wholly reſigned to 
hy all-diſpoſing will, and fully convin- 
. | ed 
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6 party DEVOTIONS. 
ced of the wiſdom, propriety, and'kind- 
neſs of all 4hy dealings. Lift up the 
light of thy reconciled _ countenance 
upon me, in my paſſage through this 
tranſitory ſtate. Fill me with all that 
joy of heart which atiſeth from the teſti- | 
mony of a good conſcience, and'the en- 

livening expectation of the heavenly 
| happineſs. Fit me for every ſituation 
in life, and, above all; prepare me for 
death. When that laſt ſcene ſhall ap- 
proach, enable me to place a firm truſt 
in thy mercy as diſplayed in tlie goſpel. 

May my diſmiſſion hence be full of 
chriſtian hope and joyful confidence, and i 
after death be thou the Eternal Confola- 
tion r fouls 5 7-4” e 

O thou univerſal Parent of unterer fa 
vour the whole world with che fame ſpiz 
4 ritual privileges which I enjoy. May 
the kingdom of the Redeemer: ſoon 
come. - "FM his name 5 bis  glerified; and 

| ; E | his 
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ron TE cos ET. 7 
his u gal ſpread throughout the earth. 
0 Bleſs i in a particular manner the nation 
to which I belong; May each one con- 
W cribute his part to help forward a general 
W reformation. 

"i May all my friends d welarions be 
bleſſed by Thee, and be the friends of 
W God, and the protnoters of virtue and 


o 


true religion. O God, reward all my 


1 benefactors, and forgive all my G e mies. 


Condeſcend to be favourably preſent in g 3 


Wal worſhipping aſſemblies this day. 
Make good thine ancient promiſe, that 
3 whereſoever two or three are met toge- _ 
cher in thy name, there thou wilt"be 
: with them, and bleſs them. May a di- | 
vine energy and bleſfing accompany me, 
Jand all with whom I ſhall this day join 
Win ordinances of a religious nature. 
May theſe imperfect ſervices here below, 
fit me in the beſt manner for bearing a 


: a in * exalted: praiſes of angels 
„„ above, 


| J 


7 he > 


28 pal DEVOTIONS | 

above, and for eternally reſiding in thy 
bliſsful preſence, who art the everlaſting 
Light of all thy ſaints. Theſe devout 
thankſgivings and humble petitions 1 
ſincerely offer unto Thee, the Source of 
or all perfection, and the Fountain of all 
= good, in the name and as the diſciple 
| i - uf thy Son, Jeſus Chriſt; ro whom be 
| glory in the churches, world e 
end. Amen. . 
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4. 4 2 for the Lord's 2 Boni. 


Mos 3 ever-bleſſed God, 
thou art the Sovereign Lord of hea- 
ven and earth. From Thee 1 receive 
all my preſent enjoyments.; and in Thee 
every hope of happineſs in another-and 
better world doth entirely center. 
I adore Thee as the firſt cauſe, and 


the laſt end of all things : as that Al 
might), 


LE . 
is; 
7 
* 
"v2 
. 

34 => 
0 ä 

7 

F 
4 
1 
C7 

3 
2. 
bn $ 
1 {3 

. FF 
4 FY 
. 
8 
77 
| 


rok THE CLOSET, 29 
mighty) ei Beide and ſupreme God, 
before whom angels and archangels bow 
don, and proſtrate themſelves with the 
profoundeſt veneration. Thoufands of 
glorified ſpirits ſurround thy throne, ten 
thouſand times-ten thouſand miniſter 1 in 
thy preſence, and think it their greateſt 
felicity to contemplate thy at! ributes, and 
to enjoy the ſmiles of thy favour. e 
Bleffed, thrice happy are theſe thy ſer- 
vants who thus dwell in thy heavenly 
temple, who ſee thy face without a veil, 
and keep an everlaſting Sabbath in cele- 
brating thy perfection, : and praiſing Thee 
in the moſt exalted ſtrains of gratitude 


and love. 


hleſſed alſo, in a lower degree, are thy 


eie who approach Thee in thine 


earthly courts, to ſee the milder diſplays : 
of thy glory, and d 1 mercy and 
grace. | | 
Thanks to * great and FRET 
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- DAILY DEVOTIONS 


privilege... Particularly | I bleſs Thee for 


— — I 4; 

Ao on — — Yao i 33444 

. — — —— 
5 


x forded me this day. May I have reaſon 
10 ſay that it hath been good for me to 
8 draw nigh unto God in his houſe of 


Prayer. May I feel the happy effects of 


which j it ſhall Jead me to cheriſh, in Alek 
holy reſolutions which it ſhall engage mg 
to form, and in thole- virtuous. an up- 
right actions which it) ſhall enable me 
continually to N 8 2 115 


of religion which thou haſt been pleaſed 
holy word contains, and for the inſtruc- 


j beſt manner calculated to wers me wiſe 
unto eternal ſalvation. W 


+ 


name for the frequent opportunities 
which I have had of enjoying this ſacred 


that opportunity which bath been af 


it in thoſe pious, and devout ſentiments 


pr 1 


I thank Thee for thoſe an | 
to inſticute for the directions which thy 


tions which it affords; which are in the 


When I rale on all theſe advantages, 
» |. 0 


. von TE CLOSET, -$H 6 
and den my own baſe ingratit ude, | 
and the little improvement I have made- 
| of all theſe fayours, my ſoul is filled with 
| grief and ſorrow. I ſtand in continua! 
need of mercy to overlook my nume 
rous fallings, and to pardon my repeated 
offences. I have ſometimes ſinned 
quently tranſgreſſod through careleſſ- 
neſs and inattention. If at any time 1 
have offended through preſumption, moſt 
gracious God, I entreat Thee, for ch7 
1 mercy's fake j in Jeſus Chriſt, to overlook + 
_and pardon theſs, ang all my other ini- 
quities. 55 
Lead me to . a 5 ſenſe fixed in 
my mind of the odious nature and de- 
ſtructiye tendency of all ſin. Convince 
me in the moſt powerful and effectual 
manner, that nothing can tend to ſecure 
my true happineſs either heroor hereafter, 


20 - - byt 


q! . Ignorance: * have more frew «4 


r r AA 
— ; 


1 - * , mA 


$ fin hath been excited in my mind 


4 ; * 
YA 


Ss; Bay brvorions 
but the ſincere rene of” holinels and 


„ 


1 


virtue. [DS N 0 ee 


As thou haſt inſtituted the Grids 


of religion to be the means of impreſſing 


this truth on my foul, grant, O Heavenly 

Father, that I may make them ſubſeryi- 

ent to this good purpoſm. 
If a juſt ſenſe of the odious nature of | 


any of the exetciſes of devotion in which 
I have this day engaged, enable me to 
cheriſh and ſtrengthen this principle 
more and more. May J hate fin with a 
more perfect hatred than I have hitherto 
done, and love and purſue holineſs and 
religion wi greater ferveney and allege 4 


+ 


tion of ſoul. . . 


* komedi, O thon moſt com | 
*fionate of all beings, that I have not made 
'fo good a uſe of my faculties for obeying 


and ſerving thee, as I might and ought 
to have made. My attention hath been. 


* 


re = Tas lbs. 8 
too often fixed on the trifling vanities 
and amuſements of this world, to the 
neglect of thoſe awful and important 
concerns which relate to my heavenly | 
and eternal ſtate. I con feſs that, often 
when I have been preſent 1 in thine houſe, 
and joining as to the outward part, in 
worſhipping Thee the Supreme Ruler of 
the univerſe, my heart and affections 
have been wandering after earthly pur- 
| ſuits, and I have paid that regard to the 
creature which i is alone due to Thee the 
| Almighty Creator and e en 
of all. | 
Adored be thy We nu mercy 
that thou art ever diſpoſed to pardon 
penitent returning ſinners ;" and for this 
end haſt appointed an Advocate in hea- 
ven, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who is 
become a Propitiation for all the errors 
and imperfections Which are e r, of 
| and forfaken. UTR rb in 
cs „ For 
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4 to accept thole of my 


The nu trerient 


For thy mercy's fake in him... 1 and 
kun! intreat Thee to pardon all the 
fas] have bee guilty of 1 in my paſt life, 


s ſoręive all the negligence and inattenn 


= 


on I have ſhewn in thy worſhip, and 
ervices, however 
imperfect, which have been attended 
with ſincerity and uprightneſs of heart. 

May I ever value it as my greateſt, | 
privilege that I can {0 often j Join in fo- 
lemn addreſſes to Thee, and gracefully. | 


1 acknowledge thy goodneſs and mercy, 
in, concert with thoſe who are diene 


and ſupplied by the ſame bounty and 


f munificence. May ſuch impreſſions be 
by this means made on my mind as ſhall 


engage me to cheriſh the mokk grateful, 
pure, and benevolent affections. By 


alten meditating on thy divine glories, 


may I be induced to love Thee with my, 


whole heart, to ſerve Thee with the 
greateſt * of foul, and to acquire 


ſome 5 


1 in God z that when Chriſt who' is my. 
life ſhall appear, -1-alſo may appear wits - 


# be . 


rok rug CLOSET. 5 
ſome reſemblance to Thee the infinite 
Source. of all perfection and happiness. 


Ii F never become carnal and ſenſual 
by my converſe with earthly things 3 but 
may J, by frequent acts of piety and de- 


votion, raiſe my affections to unſeen 


things, and live a heavenly life even while | 
1 am on earth. May I guard myſelf 


from the ſnares, and efcape the corrup- 


tions which are in the world through - | 
luſt 5 and by this means become in ſome 
meaſure. partaker of a divine fature. 


May I ever conſider this life as a pilgrims | 
age, as vain, troubleſome, and uncets 


tain, May T always look upon heaven 


as my ſettled abode and laſting home; 
and regard my true life as hid with Chriſt 


him in glory. Enable me ever to poſfets 
a true government over all my inferior 
| "PR and paſſions: - Suffer me never | 


Ef 3 to 
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to give way to vicious purſuits, « or ſenſu: 
indulgences. Maya du ſenſe of Thine 
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awful Preſence and infpection ever ac- 
company me. In the moſt ſecret retite- 


ment, as well as in public, may I conſider 


myſelf as under thine eye, and account: 


able to Thee for all my thoughts; words, 
and actions. Under the influence” of | 
this perſuaſion may I maintain purity in 
my beart, ſincerity and truth in all my 
words, and holineſs in all my conduct. 
May I ever do to others as I would they 

| ſhould do unto me: * ___ Hg 

all righteouſneſs. 


From beholding thy doodiicls 90 


mercy fo. conſpicuouſly and eloriouſly 
| diſplayed in the works of creation, and 


eſpecially in the work of redemption, 


may I be induced to cheriſh a benevo- 
lent and a merciful temper. May Ido 
good to all as I have opportunity. May 
| * ever cheriſh. that 2 and hu 
* 1 iz mo 


15 rok THE erGsET .- „ ; 
mility which ſhone ſo illuſtrious 1 in my 
divine Saviour, and be always more 
ready to forgive than to revenge any 
injury or affront. Keep far from mo all 

pride and haughrineſs, all anger and ma- 

| lice. Enable me ever to act the worthy 757 
generous chriſtian part, in relieving the 

neceſſitous as far as my abilities extend, 

and in aiding my fellow- creatures by my _ 

| advice, my influence, and my earneſt en- = 
deavours; that the bleſſing of the poor 
and afflicted may come upon me, and 
that T may in ſome meaſure reſemble 
Thee, the God of all mercy and the uni- 

verſal Parent of all good. . 

Fit me for all che various changes 
which in the courſe of thy providenee I 
may be called to paſs through in this 
frail uncertain ſtate. Make me ever 
_ contented with the whole of my ſituation, 
| knowing that all thine appointments are 
wiſe and ome . me ever to be 
thankful : 
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DAILY aver 10 


T eye ac divine and Fatherly a Lin a all | thy 


dealings. By this means prepare me far 
ever occurrence in life, that whether 
Proſperny or adyerliry be my lot, I may 
poſſeſs ihoſe graces and acquire thoſe | 
nirt ves which ſhall adorn each ſituation, 
and Which mall enable me to diſcharge | 
the duty required of me. I Kno) my 
on inſufficiency for theſe things; I am 
conſcious of my own weakneſs and frailty. | 


ph T have in time paſt been frequently over- 
come by temptations, even contrary to 
my own good reſolutions. Do thou chere · | 


fore; the Father of Spirits, grant me the | 


aſſiſtances of Thine own. Divine Spirit, | 
chat L may be enabled by thy ſtrength to 
perform all theſe ng in a right and 
acceptable manner Make all my pub- 


lic religious exerciſes, and. all my private: 


„ er and ſecret meditations, greatly 
3 | Po e 


2 


Fier THE 01083. > 
beneficial to chis good purpoſe, Bſpeci+ 
| may this preſent bumble addreſs to 
the, throne, of thy grace, and the, pious 
| acknowledgments 1 have this day joined 
in offering L her be Terigeehle. to a = 
ene. ed Free t: | 
When! return to my wo y concerns 
and ſtaled employment in the enſuing 
| week, may it appear by the whole of my 
behaviour in them, and by the whole o 
my behaviour in future life, that I have 
really this day been converſing with God. 
May chis day's retirement from the cares 
of the world be reflected on with pleaſure 9 
through the whole of my continuance . Wl 
here. May it even prove a never-failing 
ſource of joy and delight when days and 
weeks ſhall be at an end, and the unin- 
terrupted enjoyment of Thee, the ever- 
laſting Source of perfection and happi- 
neſs, ſhall be the reward of my labours. 
a thou fovercigh Lord of the univerſe, 
hear = 
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8 SAY 5 EVS ions Fi 
<0 the prayers which have this day been 
preſented unto Thee for thoſe parts of 
the world which lie buried in darkneſ; 
and ignorance. Give thy Son the hea- 
then for his inheritance, and the utter 
moſt part of the earth for his poſleſſion, 
Be favourably mindful of thy native land, 
and of all that are connected with it. 
May we improve the mercies we enjoy, 


and be long continued to be that happy 
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* people, whoſe protection and defence is 
ever nigh at hand, the living Lord of 
heaven and earth. May thoſe who are 
connected with me in the bonds of na- 
ture and friendlhip, be related to Thee 
in the bonds of an everlaſting covenant, 1 
well ordered in all things and ſure. May 
thoſe from whom I have received favours 
be abundantly bleſſed and rewarded by 
Thee. May all thoſe who with me ill, 
if any ſuch there be, obtain the ſame for- 
* from God which I hope and 
expo 


15 For THE tothe, 5 41 
expect to obtain. Bleſs che "family to 
which I ſtand related. May every mem- | 
ber of 1 it be + a e enen of Jeſus | 
Chriſt. EP 1 
May t the. return of every Web ſacred 
opportunity as J have this day enjoyed, 
be embraced by me with the greateſt 
readineſs, and improved to the moſt va- 
luable of all purpoſes, the helping for- 
ward my preparation for heaven and 
eternal happineſs. May I make all the 
events which befal me in life conducive 
to the ſame important end, that my meet- 
neſs for future glory may be continually 
| increaſing! the longer I remain here a 
below. Oo , 
With ſuch holy thoughts? ard Gebet ; 
diſpoſitions I would lay myſelf down to 
receive the refreſhment of ſleep during ; 
the enſuing night, committing myſelf, MK 
and all for whom I am concerned, to 
Thine 2 protection and ch. 
O thou 


I 


; 42 RE, DAILY. DEYGTIONS | 
O thou Guardian of Iſrael, who neither 
| Aambereſt nor ſleepeſt, keep far from this | 
dwelling, and from all who refide in it, 
\ all dangers and terrors during the filent 

and defenceleſs hours of reſt, and cauſe | 
us all to awake in the morning in healch 
and ſtrength, refreſhed with the comfort -· 
able repole of this night, and qualified to 
engage in thoſe duties which may lie 
\ before.cach of us on the enſuing day. 
This, my evening ſacrifice. of prayer 
| and praiſe, I offer up unto Thee the Su- 
preme Lord of heaven and earth, in the 
name of thy well- beloved Son Jeſus 
» Chriſt, through whom I would aſcribe 
unto Thee, as is moſt juſtly due, the 
kingdom, the power, and ay: og! for | 
ever HAY ever 5 Auer 


99 
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ker and all-wiſc Governor of 1 — 3 
the Father, the Friend, and Saviour of | 
mankind ! All poſſible excellence is cen- 
tered in Thee; all real and ſubſtantial 
good ſtreams forth from thee; and un- 
der a lively ſenſe of thine adorable per- 
fections, thine inexhauſtible fulneſs, ang 
unlimited bounty, would I this moraing 1 
come before thee, to offer thee my trie 
butes of praiſe and thankſgiving, and t 
preſent my prayers and e en at 
the throne of thy graſqe. 2 
Adored be that Power and Saen 1 
which at firſt produced me into being. 
and whereby I have been conſtantly. ſup». 
ported and liberally ſupplied. with all 


Wigs needful to my comfortable ſuh; 
1 ſiſtence 
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44 DAILY DEVOTIONS | 
ſiſtence in this preſent ſtate. I thank 
thee particularly for the ſafety and repoſe 
of the laſt night; that I then laid me 
down and flept, and have awoke this 
morning in health and peace, becauſe 
thou haſt ſuſtained | me. Thus far, O 


thou Preſerver of men, haſt thou been 
$ pleaſed is ſpare. my forfeited life : and 
numberleſs as my fins and 'provocations 
| againſt thee have been, thou art till fol- 


lowing me with thy mercles and favours, 
O let me not defpiſe the riches of thy 


. goodneſs, and forbearance, and long 
ſuffering, or forget that it is the defi ign 
| of all to lead me to repentance. 


© Blefſed be thy name for the encourage- 1 


ori thou haſt given me to Tepent of 


my ſins, by the kind affurances of thy 


readineſs to pardon and accept of all who 
are truly penitent.  Blefled be thy name 
| chat, unworthy” as Tam of the common 


bounties of thy providence, thou haſf 
Hou 


. 


FOR THE CLOSET. 45 
freely offered to my acceptance a ſhare. 
in the far richer treaſures of thy grace. 
Never can I enough admire that unex- 
ampled love which thou haſt manifeſted 
towards us apoſtate creatures, in ſending | 
thine only begotten Son into the world, 
| that we might live through him: that 
we might be formed to a life of holineſs 
here by the influence of his word and 
ſpirit, and raiſed at length by his mighty 
power, to a life of eternal glory and fe- 
licity in another and a better world. 0 
luffer me not to neglect that great falva- 
tion which he has brought within my 
reach; but make me duly ſolicitous to 
ſecure an intereſt in it, by ſuch a lively | 
faith in him, as ſhall effectually eng gage 
me to devote mylelf to him in all the 
ways of holy obedience. 5 „ 
Help me, O God, to live Ca 2 
conſtant ſenſe of my abſolute, and entire 
dependence von ee as well as of my 
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” BIAIIY dxvortons. 5 
; unſpeakable obligations to thee; and 
impart to me thoſe powei ful influences 
of thy grace which are neceſſary t to en. 


able me to mortify my ſinful inclinations, 
to bear afflictions as J ought, to make a 


right uſe of every metcy and' enjoyment, 


and to diſ charge the various duties of ie 
in a holy and acceptable manner. And 


Whatever portion of time thou mayeſ 
allot me on earth, enable me to redeem 


it from vanity and ſin; and to employ | 


it ſo as may turn to the beſt account, 


not only! in the life that now 1 bot n 


that alſo which 1 is to come. y 1 be 


making daily advances in a wilden, ] 
Yo righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, I in piety and 
- purity, in humility and meekneſs, in 
h conteritment and heavenly-mitdednek 


Let me not be anxiouſly y careful ahoit 
the things of this life; What 1 hall eat, | 
of What 1 (hall drink, or whe erewitllal 1 


hall be dothed; bi ut let me Teck, in the 
Auſt 


FOR THE erer 47 | 


firſt place, the bleſſings of thy kingdom, 1 | 


and that righteouſneſs which thou re- 


quireſt as the neceſſary qualification for * 


the enjoyment of chem; depending up- 
on thy promiſe that all theſe" things, {6 
far as they are really needful, Mall then | 
be added to me. . 
Keep me this day im innocence,” Gi 
in love to thee; and to all about me. In 
all my ways let me acknowledge thite, - 
and do thou direck my paths. Teach 
me to guide my affairs with diſcretion ; 
and in every reſpect to act in a manner 


ſuitable to the ſtation wherein thy. provi- 1 


WW dence has: placed me, and to tlie een 
relations which; I ſuſtain. 1 

hleſs the family to which 1 belbng 
and all my dear relatives and friends, | 


whether near or at a diſtance. May we 


be all intereſted in thy peculiar favour 


and friendſhip ; faithful in our duty to 
thee here on earth, and hap Py in the en- 
. e joyment 
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”” DAILY, DEvorrons I 
5 joyment of thee hereafter in heaven. | 

All which, and whatever elſe thou ſeeſt M 
needful and proper for me, for them, | 


for thy goodneſs fake in and through 


us to addreſs thee under the endearing 
character of —— Our Father who ar 


n * * 8 I J 


— P 
* > 


day our daily bread ; and forgive, us our 
| areſpatles, mull we forgive them chat trel | 


For thine is the kingdom, and the power, | 
ne the glory, f. tor: ver and ever. Amen. 


4 4 1 7 d ; 3.4 . : 4 9 : 5 

is * „ A LN LY * „ . 4 [ ; 8 3 » ? 
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and for all mankind, I, bumbly i intreat, 


Chriſt Jeſus thy Son, who has raught 


in heaven; hallowed be thy name; thy ! 
kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 


een 5 ras deliver us from vi I 


5 - 


1 ar "41 14-40 | 
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res ene : | 


6. of 4 Progr for una Buck. 


0 Lord, my God, chou art ever obs. 
ful and gracious. Thou cauſeſt the 
outgoings of the morning and of the : 
evening to rejoice oer me. I deſire at 
this time, with a; grateful ſenſe of the 
numberleſs favours! thou haſt conferred 
upon me, and art continually renewing; . 
day by day, to offer thee my evening ſa- 
crifice of prayer and thankſgiving. Let 
the words of my mouth and the medi- 


tations of my heart, be acceptable in thy DS 


fight, O Lord, my e and Re- 5 
dremer. 

I adore thee as the Nene of my life : 
and being; as the Former of my body, 
and the Father of my ſpirit. I bleſs thee 
that thou haft made me a reaſonable 
creature, haſt deſigned me for immor- 
tality, and haſt placed me here in a ſtate 


=” VR DAILY. DEVOTIONS. | 
K of diciplin, in order to train me up by 
a variety of exerciſes and trials, experi- 
ences and improvements, for the buſineſs, | 


and. blefſedneſs of anbther. and better 4 


| ſtate. 5 „ : 15 


And heh! I abi in many „ | 
ated in a manner unbecoming the dig · 
nity of my rational nature, and been far 

from anſwering, as 1 ought, the great 

ends of my creation; yet, bleſſed be 
thy name, thou haſt not dealt with me 
according to my deſerts, but continually 
| hitherto haſt thou upheld my ſoul in 

life; and thy viſitation hath preſerved 
my ſpirit, . I thank thee, O Lord, for i 
the watchful care and kind ſupplies of, 


4 providence, for my health and Wh 


ſtrength, for my food and raiment, ſor 
my relatives and friends, and all my; ſo⸗ | 
cial advantages and enjoyments. 
But more eſpecially would 1. praiſe , 
\ thee for the » and n me 1 
36 : thou 


ron THE CLOSET.” | Sr 
thou haſt afforded me for i improving in 
the knowledge and practice of true re- 
ligion ; for obtaining the pardon of my 
ſins, and an intereſt. in thy. forfeited fa. g 
vour, through the mediation of thy 
beloved Son; and for ſecuring a title to 
that glorious inheritance, to the lively 
hope of which thou haſt begotten us 
again, by his reſurrection from the dead: . 

an inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
led, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in heaven for thoſe who are kept by the 
power of God, through faith unto ſalva- 


receive thy grace in vain; but teach me 
ſo highly to value, and ſo diligently o 
improve all my preſent privileges and 
advantages, as that I may be prepared 
and qualified for thoſe ſtill greater bleſſ- 
Ings which thou wilt hereafter beſtow 
on them that love and ſerve thee. 
F orgive me, Othou F ather of mercies, , 
'D2 e "Os 


tion. Suffer me not, I beſeech thee, to 


eſt concerns, my ſpiritual and everlaſting 


and renew a right ſpirit within mel And 


SING 


1 3%; . vis. DEVOTIONS: 

that I have hitherto made thee ſach un- 
- ſuitable returns for thy great love and 
| goodneſs ; that I have lived fo-mucha/ 
ſtranger to thee; that I have loved thee 
no more, and ſerved thee no better; 
that I have been ſo negligent 1 in the dil. 
charge of my ſocial and relative duties 4 
and ſo careleſs even about my own high- 


intereſts. Pardon all the innumerable | 
tranſgreſſions and provocations of m 
paſt life; and particularly whatever thou 
haſt ſcen amils in ny temper or conduct 
this day. Give me that godly ſorton 
for fin which worketh repentance uno 
ſalvation, needing not to be repented of; 
and enable me to act a wiſer and a bettet 
Part in all reſpects, for the time to come. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 


by the efficacy of the exceeding great 
and precious promiſes of thy:worg, and 


wa _w 


2 -FOR THE- CLOSET. . §F3 


the influences of thy bleſſed gige max 


I not only eſcape the corruptions that 
are in the world'thro' luſt, but be tranſ- 


formed into the image of thy moral per- 
| tections, and become a partaker of a di- 
vine nature. For this purpoſe let me 
give all poſſible diligence to add to my 
faith fortitude, and to fortitude pru- 
| dence, and to prudence temperance, and 


to temperance patience, and to patience 


5 godlineſs, and to. godlineſs drothietly 5 
| kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs uni- 
verſal charity, that ſo theſe things being 
in me, and abounding; I may be neithar 
inactive nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Thus let me 


make my calling and election to the 
privileges and hopes of the goſpel, ſure 


and ſtedfaſt; as knowing that if I do theſe. 


things I ſhall never fall, but that an en- 
trance i ſhall be adminiſtered unto me 


; RY into the — king- 


TI. dom 


84 wur DEYOTIONS Caf 
dom of my" dear Lord and Savi our 'J cl 
Arik. 5 9661 4 (1410 ee 

| Make 7 me e min alu abt 
duties I oe to thoſe with whom Fan 
eſpecially connected by the ties of rela. 

tion or friendſhip, and [help[merto'take 
the moſt prudent and effectual means to 

promote their comfort and welfare, 1 

would commend them as well as myſelf 

-to thy. bleſſing and favqur. Direct u, 

O Lord, by thineunerring wiſdom] de- 
fend us by thine almighty power; and 

provide for us by thy never - failing good · 
neſs, through the various ſcenes: and WW 
changes of this tranſitory ſtate: be our 

ſupport and comfort in the awful hour W 

of death, and our everlaſting Portion and g 
felicity beyond the grave. . 

J would likewiſe, O moſt a |. 
God, recommend to thy gracious regard i 
the whole world of mankind. Pity. their 
follies and infirmities ; deliver them from 
5 e their 


ſus 


rox THE elos zr. 35 
their ſins, and from all thoſe s chat 


are the fruits of ſin. Bleſs theſe lands of 15 
Great Britain and Ireland, with our co- 


lonies and plantations beyond the ſeas. 


Preſerve our rights and liberties, both 
civil and ſacred; and let truth, right- 
eouſneſs, and peace, flouriſh and prevail 
amongſt us. May our magiſtrates, ws. 
preme and ſubordinate, rule in thy fear, 
and be the miniſters of God unto us 
for good. Have mercy on the ſick and 
afflicted, provide Tor the poor and needy, £ 
and do good unto all as their various | 


caſes and neceſſities may require. | 
As thou haſt brought me to the cloſe | 


of this day in ſafety, fo I beg the con- 
tinuance of thy care and protection this 


night. Watch over me, O thou Pre- 


ſerver of men, in my defenceleſs mo- 
ments, and, after quiet and refreſhing 
| ſleep, raiſe me up in the morning, fitted 


for the duties and events of another day. 
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7 hs DAILY -DEVOTIONS WE 
And when this ſucceſſion of days: and 
nights hall be no more, receive me into | 
that ſtate where I ſhall ſerve, T hee with. 
out intermiſſion, and yet without wel. 
ine. ee a long, happys ax lend 


| 0. day. 5 1 
Now unto the King ik rad , 
;avilible, the only wiſe God, be Lon | 2 


and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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7. 4 Pre for 4 2 Morning, 


\LMIGHTY. and moſt aicee3fil bis 
ther ! Thou art the great Parent of 


WW. the univerſe, and the ſuprome Lord of Bl 


all ; by whom all things were created at 


firſt, and are continually ſupported and 


governed. I adore the glorious perfec- 
tions of thy nature, the boundleſs 


| power, wiſdom, and goodneſs which thou 
haſt dif played, in all 5 works, and 


moſt 


_—_ 4: THE cee. © oF 

moſt gratefully acknowledge the liberal 0 
communications of thy bounty and be- 
neficence to me, who am unworthy of 
the leaſt of thy mercies. I bleſs Thee 
for every inſtance of thy kindneſs and 
favour that I. have experienced through 
all my paſt life, and particularly for the _ 
watchful care of thy good providence, 

by which I have been ſecured. from che 
dangers of the laſt night, and brought | 


to ſee the e of another caps; in e 


and comfort. 5 
Thy mercies, Te Bond are new wa 

me every morning; great is thy faithful- | 

neſs! and hence i it is that I am ngp con- 


ſumed, even becauſe: thy compaſſions 


fail not. Shouldſt thou have dealt with 
me according to the number and weight 


of my tranfgreſfons, I ſhould have long 


fince been ftripped of all my forfeited 


enjoyments, and have been wretched | in- 


deed, beyond all conception, and be-. 
„ * 


3 
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ond all hope of, png reſtored to 'th 8 
. favour. em 0] & WY = 
But, bleſſed bins 50 name, Ft am a fl 


continued in the land of the living, 1 
monument of thy patience and forbear. M 
ance; furniſhed with a variety of good | 3 


bf things relating to the life that now i, W 


and encouraged to hope for far bettet if 
bleſſings in the life to come, through 
thy wonderful love and grace manifeſted i 
to a ſinful world, by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. : 


With admiration and gratitude would! 
_ contemplate the wiſe and gracious me- 


thod thou haſt contrived for recovering 


loſt ſinners to thyſelf, by the teaching 
and example, | the ſufferi ngs an d death, nn 


the reſurrection and aſcenſion . of this 
our once abaſed, but now glorified Re. 


deemer ; who is able to ſave, even unto 
the uttermoſt, all that come unto Thee 


by him; ſeeing that he ever lives to 


5 make interceſſion tor us. 


* * 
4 x 
— 
5 . — 4 
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ron THE con . 
Grant me, O moſt merciful God, an 
incl in the benefits of his Mediatorial 
_ undertaking. Help me to ſeek and ſe- 
cure the bleſſings of pardon, peace, and 8 
eternal life, by a cheerful compliance | 
with thoſe terms of repentance, faith, 
and new obedience, on which they are 
offered to my acceptance. Enable me 
rigbtly to value and carefully to improve 
all my preſent privileges and all my fu- 
ture proſpects, as becometh a Chriſtian. 
And by that grace of thine, which bring- 
eth ſalvation to men, teach me to deny 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and a 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and piouſly in 
chis preſent world; looking for that 
s WH blefſed hope, even the glorious appearing 


1 of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Christ; who gave himſelf for us, to re. =O. 
] deem us from all iniquity, and to puri 


unto himſelf a peculiar n en | 
F of good works, OS oa 125 
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Being bought with a price of ſuch i in- ; 
eſtimable value, O let me never live as i 


if I were at my own diſpoſal ; but en- 
gage me to ſerve and glorify Thee, not ; 
only with my body but with my ſpirit, I 
which are A” Let me chuſe I hee, 
O thou greateſt and beſt of Beings, as 
my Lord and my God, my Guide and 
| Guardian, my Portion and F elicity; and 
let me cheerfully reſign myfelf to be go- 'M 


verned, directed, and diſpoſed of by 


thine unerring wiſdom, and according to 


the good pleaſure of thy goodneſs. 
Help me this day, and every day, ſo 
to walk as to pleaſe Thee, and to be 


conſtantly improving im the divine life N 
and likeneſs. Keep me by thy grace from 
falling into fin, which is the greateſt of 


all evils; then may I be aſſured that 


thou wilt preſerve me from every thing | 
elfe that might do me hurt; and even 
5 cauſe all _— to work gab for my 
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good. Prepare me for the general ſcenes 


and changes that may lie before me in 


this variable and tranſitory ſtate, and 
eſpecially for that great and moſt import- 
ant change which I muſt paſs through 


by death. Teach me to live always as 
I ſhall wiſh to have lived when I come 


to die. At that awful ſeaſon put ſtrength 


and confidence into my departing: ſpirit; * 
and after death receive me into thy more | 


immediate preſence, where there is ful- 
neſs of joy; to dwell at thy right hand, 
where there are PR forever more. 
Amen. 


8. A Prayer for Tueſday Evening. ; 


Most great and glorious God! with 


- all humility and reverence would 1 


proſtrate myſelf before Thee, under a -1 
ep. and OY ſenſe of — Majeſty 


and 


4; 1 9 

il „ par DEVOTIONS. - + al 
Þ and my own meanneſs ; of thy bounty, 1 
Ul and my indigence ; of * n and F 
by my guilt. | 4 L 
Wl Without thee, O 1nd Iam nothin. 

. | I have nothing, and can do nothing. 
14 Upon Thee do I conſtantly depend for 
| life, and breath, and being. I need the 


perpetual exertion of thy power for the 
continuance of my exiſtence, and the ſup- : 

port of my faculties; I need thy wiſdom 
to direct my uncertain ſteps, thy goodneſs 
to ſupply my daily wants, thy mercy to 
pardon my numberleſs ſins, and thy 
grace to aſſiſt me in the diſcharge of 
my duties. And I would rejoice that 

au art ever my to aid and befriend = 


— 


= N 
2222 I 
— he — —— pes 
—— 1 — — 
* A 3) 
* — 1 
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Mloſt ASS Ya —__ I e I 
that hitherto thou, O Lord, haſt helped 

and ſuſtained me; provided for my ne- 
ceſſities both of ſoul and body; cauſed i 

thy goodneſs daily to paſs before me; al- 
forded me a plenty of the means of grace, 
and 5 


A 


Ton TRA GET 63 
ad raiſed me, by the goſpel of thy Son 
' Jeſus Chriſt, to the hopes and proſpects 

of eternal glory. Bleſs. the Lord, O my 
ſoul, and all that is within me praiſe and 


magnify his holy Name ! Bleſs the Lord, : 


O my ſoul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
who healeth all thy diſeaſes, who re- 
deemeth thy life from deſtruction, and 
crow neth thee with DN and 
tender mercies. 
What reaſon have . great God, to ns 2 
ment that my heart has been no more 70 
affected with a ſenſe of thy goodneſs; 3 
| that I have fooliſhly ſlighted and, in 
many inſtances, abuſed thy favours ; and 
not only neglected thy. ſervice, but ac- 
ted in direct oppoſition to thy holy na- 
ture and will! I have neither obeyed 
nor loved Thee as 1 ought ; but have 
rebelled againſt thy Sovereign authority, 
and made the moſt unworthy returns 
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for all the aſſets 4 of hy en ten F 

2 e neſs. Min | 
O Lord God, Sto nh imercifal} 
Pity my infirmity, and: pardon my ſins, / 
And though I have ſo'loag, fo often, 
and ſo ungratefully offended Thee, yet 
caſt me not off from thy favour, but ef- 
ſlectually recover me from my wanderingʒ 
k4 do thyſelf. Help me to renounce and 
WW deteſt whatever is diſpleaſing in chy 
fight ; and with my whole heart to re- 
turn and cleave unto Thee. And en- 
able me, I beſeech Thee, unfeignedly to 
comply with thoſe merciful terms on 
which the bleſfings of the goſpel are of- 
fered to me, that ſo 1 may be accepted 
of Thee in the beloved, and bleſſed with 
all ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly things 
and places, in Chriſt Jeſus. 
I would deſire daily to be aig. 
. advances in religious knowledge, 


** n, meditation, and a. eee 
and 


VVV 
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and improvement of all thoſe helps with 
which I am, or may be, furniſned for 


this purpoſe. Grant that the more! 
know of thy nature, thy will, and thy 


grace, the more 1 may be diſpoſed to 
love Thee with all my heart, and foul, 
and mind, and ſtrength; to yield a 
cheerful compliance to thy Sovereign 15 


will, and to hope and wy to h 5 
and delight myſelf in Thee. » 


And whilſt T am endeavouring to' ful- 
fil the firſt and great commandment, by 


making Thee, O moſt glorious and gra- 
cious God, the object of my ſupreme _ 
veneration and affection, ſubmiſſion . 
and confidence, ſuffer me not to forget 


the ſecond, which'1s like unto it, of lov- 


ing my neighbour as myſelf. - I would 
labour to cultivate a ſincere good-will 


for all mankind ; fervently wiſhing the , 
happineſs of every one; rejoicing in chat 
tender love which thou exercĩſeſt towards 

7 „„ 
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all thy creatures, and cheerfully contri 
5 buting whatever lies in my power to re- 
lieve the diſtreſſes and to promote the 
5 _ of thoſe that are round about 
me. Eſpecially would I deſire to be 
bund in the diſcharge of thoſe dutis 
and obligations which reſult from the | 
particular ſtation, circumſtances, and 
relations, ebe thy eie ba 8 
r W 4 

Accept of my thankſeivings for. the 
mercies of the day paſt, which thou haft 
aided to the ſum of all thy paſt favours, 
Long as I live will I praiſe the Lord, 
and magnify thy holy name while I haye | 
any being. Pardon whatever has been 
amiſs in my diſpoſition or behaviour 
this day; and enable me to be more 
upon my guard againſt ee foo | 
for the time to come. 
And now, Lord, what wait 1 ford 


truly my hope is in thee; and under 
e the 


Py 


re 


e 
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the ſhadow of thy wings will T put my 


truſt. Watch over me this night. Suf- 


fer not any evil thing to come nigh this 


dwelling. May I lie down in thy 


fear, be refreſhed with ſeaſonable reſt 
and ſleep, and ariſe in thy fayour, fitted 


and diſpoſed for the duties of the fol- 
lowing day. And grant that every day 


which thou ſhalt pleaſe to add to my 
life on earth, may be ſo ſpent and im- 


proved as to increaſe my fitneſs for the 5 
joys and glories of the heavenly ſtate, 

through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
thy Son, in whoſe moſt comprehenſive 


words I continue to pray for myſelf, and 


for all my brethren of mankind. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 


thy. will be done on earth as it is in hea- 
ven. Give us, day by day, our daily 
bread, and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as 


we 


8 pax pivotions 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
* the power, Wal the 0 for 
ever and « ever. Amen. Scl, 20 


kak 4 Projer 50 nion Morning 


| THOU aiie ks great a and adora- 
ble Majeſty of heaven and earth! 
Thou art ever preſent in all parts of 
thy vaſt dominions, and not far from any 
of thy creatures. Thou knoweſt my 
doun- ſitting and mine up- riſing; Thou 
underſtandeſt my thoughts afar off, thou 
compaſſeſt my path and my lying-doun, 
and art acquainted with all my ways. 
Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit? 
or whither ſhall I flee from thy prelerice? 
I am convinced, O Lord, that it is as 
| impoſſible to eſcape the notice of thine 


/ 
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eye, as it is to ſubſiſt without thy ſup- 
porting hand, or to be happy without 
thy favour. For even tlie darkneſs 
hideth not from Thee; but the night 
ſhineth as the day: the darkneſs and the 
light are both alike to Thee. O that 
may be therefore careful ito ſet the 
Lord always before me; to remember 
wherever Lam, and whatever I am about, 


chat thou God ſeeſt me; to live under 


a conſtant ſenſe of my neceſſary depend- 
ence upon Thee, and of my numberleſs 


obligations to T hee; and accordingly” 8 


to ſeek thy favour with my whole heart, 


and to dread thy diſpleaſure above lt 


things! N71 5b eprt 31 44. 


Ho] deeply indebred am T to that 1 


goodneſs of 'thine which at firſt” pro- 
duced me into being, and has hitherto 


upheld me in life, preſerved me from 


Perpetual dangers; ſeen: or” unſeen, and 10 


given me 0 many days of comfort and 
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nights of repoſe | Ho precious are thy 


thoughts of kindneſs and acts of mercy 


unto me, O God! How great is the 
ſum of them! If 1 attempt to count 
them, they are more in number than the 


ſand. When I awake 1 am till with 
Thee; and ſee new occaſions every morn- 


ing to meditate on thy: unwearied | ten- 


b derneſs and care, But my higheſt ob- 
| ligations are to thy ſovereign grace, for 


ſupplying me with the means of religious 


| Inſtruction ; for affording me the moſt. 


deſireable helps and advantages both for 


knowing and doing thy will; and for 


ſetting before me the views and hopes of 


immortal life and happineſs in the gol: 


pel of thy Son. Jeſus Chriſt. Bleſſed be 
thy name for all thou haſt done, art do- vx 


ing, and (if my ſins prevent not the ef- 
fects of thy goodneſs) 1 wilt continue to do 


for my temporal, {| piritual, and eternal 


thy 


FOR THE CLOSET, : 71 
thy gracious and merciful doh igns; 4 Fin, 
let me not fruſtrate them by my own” * 
careleſſneſs, ingratitude, and rebellion 35 
apainſt Ther“. 8 1 

Give me, good Kok a FF: Gotit nd 
ſenſe of my unworthineſs, folly, and 
guilt. What I know not, teach thou 
me; and whereinſoever I have done 
iniquity, or acted contrary to any of the 
laws of piety, truth, charity, or ſobriety, 
may I do ſo no more. Search me, O 
God, and know my heart; try me, and 
know my thoughts; 3 and ſee if there be 
any wicked way in me; and lead me e in 
| the way everlaſting. | ee 
Keep me this day, and every 1 1 
from ſinning againſt Thee. May I live 
in thy fear all the day long, and be al- 
ways on my guard againſt the many 
ſnares and temptations with which I am 
ſurounded. wy me to cons... my heart 

| | kf 1 
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5 thence are the iſſues of life. Let no vain 


harboured in my mind. Let me not 
give way to any unruly, .paſhons, or 


heed that I offend not with my tongue. 
Suffer me not, I beſeech Thee, to fall 
into any irregularity of conduct. May 
I daihy walk with Thee in a courſe of 


it my ſupreme. delight to en and i imi· 
tate, and pleaſe The. 


currences of the day. Teach me ta ſee 


trouble or affliction to befal me, help 


3 
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with all diligence ; knowing that AR 


thoughts, or corrupt imaginations, be 


inordinate affections. Let me ſet 
a watch at the door of my lips, and take 


holy living, ſo as to approve. myſelf. in 
thy ſight; and not only from a principle 
of godly fear, folicitouſly avoid whatever 
is offenſive to thy holy Majeſty, | but 
from the nobler principle of love, make 


Prepare me, O Lord, for all rho oc · | 


and own thy hand in every mercy: and 
enjoyment. Or if thou ſuffereſt any 


ME 


% . 
: 


%. 
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me in a becoming manner to ſubmit to 
thy will, believing that it is good for 8 
me to be afflicted, and endeavouring, 
by a wiſe improvement of thy chaſtiſe- 
ments, to become a 2 of thy - 
holineſs, 
Giye me a rrrapucbedc ſeals of the 0 
ſufferings of others; and do thou, 0 


| God, pity and relieve them. Mercifully - 


comfort ſuch as are caſt down ; and be 


2 preſent help to them that are in trouble. 


Let thy bleſſing be upon every member 
of the family to which I belong. Aſſiſt 
us all in the faithful diſcharge of our re- 
ſpective duties, and make us mutual 
bleſſings to each other. Guide us by 
thy counſel chrough life, and afterwards 
receive us to glory. All which I humbly 
intreat for thy mercy's ſake in Chriſt 


| Jeſus; through whom I would aſcribe. | 
to thy ae Majeſty all honour and 


glory, thankſgiving and praiſe, both now 


and evermore. Amen. 
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A 


| Arr: and Gracious God ! thy wer. * 
cies are new unto me every morning, 
and thy faithfulneſs every evening. 
Through thy good hand upon me, I am 
no brought to the cloſe of another day, 
and would take this occaſi jon to reflect 
with gratitude on chy great and undefer- | 
'ved goodneſs to me all the days of my, 
paſt life; to acknowledge my obligations 

to Thee for all that 1 am, and have, and 
my entire dependence upon Thee for all 

that I need, and for all thou haſt- en- 

couraged me to hope for, humbly i intreat= | 

ing that thou wilt enable me to honour | 
and praiſe Thee, to love and ſerve Thee 7 
as the moſt excellent, amiable, and bene-. f 
ficent of all beings, my F ather and EF riend, | 
my Lord and 1 God. 


| | for THE eloszr. 1 . 
With ſhame and ſorrow muſt T confels' 
| myſelf utterly unworthy of thy mercies, 
and lament that I have made no better” 
improvement of them; and that the 5 


| God 1 in whoſe. hand my "breath is, and | | Wo 4 - 


whoſe are all my ways, I have not glori- 
fied as I ought. I would grieve that I 
have lived fo unmindful of Thee and of 
thy benefits, ſo forgetful of my duty to 
Thee, and to my fellow. creatures, and 
ſo neglectful of my own higheſt dn 
How much of my precious time have 1 
waſted and miſ- ſpent, in following after 
lying vanities! How careleſs have 1 
been of my temper and conduct, of the 
due government of my thoughts and 25 
affections, my words and actions! And 
in how pany inftances have I poſitively 
offended' Thee, acted! inju riouſſy to others, 5 
or done wrong to my own ſoul! d 
Thou, O Lord, knoweſt all my fodliſh- | 


_ nelsy and my ſins are not hid from Thee. 
| E 3 Give 


. 
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Give me alſo a juſt ſenſe of their number, 
aggravations, and malignity. Help me 
truly and ſincerely to repent of them, 
ſo that I may be entitled to the pardon 
and remiſſion of all my trat ſgreſſions, 


through the redemption that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus thy Son. Bleſſed. be thy name 
that, great and grievous as my offences 
againſt Thee have been, thou haſt not 


let me in a helplels and hopeleſs ute, 1 


but that there is mercy and forgiveneſs 
with Thee, chat thou mayeſt be feared, _ 
and that in thy right hand there is plen- 
teous redemption. Bleſſed be thy name 
for that covenant of grace and peace 


which thou haſt eſt abliſhed. with us the 


| ſinful childreu of men, in thy Sons 


blood; wherein the promiſes of pardon, 
Y acceptance, and eernal life AFP made to | 
_ thoſe who return unto Thee, in the way 
ot repentance, faith, and new qhedience ; | 
and the anne, of 5 Eg Spirit is 
offered | 


101 rt cron. „ 
offered to all that alk it. O Ae I may 
be enabled fo to comply with the terms 
of this covenant as to be entitled to an 
intereſt in its ineſtimable bleflings; and 


may. I ſtudy to make à . improve. % 'f 


* 4 4 # 


ment of them by a cot! 
grace and holineſs. 
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I would deſire to redeem te time har 2 2 


1 have loft; by applying myſelf, with in- 
creaſing diligence, to the practice of my 


duty, in its whole extent. Make me 

more faithful and conſtant i in thy lerviee, 
and more ready to every. good work 7 
than 1 have hitherto been. May true 
wiſdom and piety, juſtice and mercy, 


_ temperance and patience, humility ang 
meekneſs, adorn the whole remainder of 


my life. And whatſoever things are 
true, whatſoever things are venerable, 


whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 


_ things are pure, whatſoever things are 
ks ; whatſoeyc er things are of god 
* 3 5 reports " 
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report; if there be any. virtue, and if 
there be any praiſe, may I. ſo think SF: 
theſe things as to make them the con- 

Fant objects of x my purſuit and practice. 
EKeep me, O Lord, ſtedfaſt to thy c- 
venant· engagements. Help me to main- 
tain my integrity, and to perſevere in 
the practice of piety and virtue, amidlt 


all thoſe temptations to evil, by which. I 


may be affaulted, from wi hin ot from 
without. Let no worldly R or 
terrors turn me aſide from the ſtrait path 
of my duty. Let me eſteem the plea- 
ſures of religion and a good conſcience 
as incomparably ſuperior to all ſenſual 
13 pleaſures, or criminal indulgences. Suf- | 
fer me not to be anxiouſly careful about 
any inferior or temporal concerns, ſo as 


5 to neglect. the one thing needful, the 


great buſineſs of religion, and the ſecu- 
lIity of my immortal intereſts. But help 55 


me, good L Lord, to be every A making . 
| ſome 


£ 
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ſome preparation for my aoprticking FLY 
| change, and for appearing before Thee 
with acceptance, when, after death, . 
ſhall be called to judgment. And by 3 
patient continuance in well-doing, may 
J fo ſeek for honour, glory, and immor- : 
tality, as in the end to obtain eternal life. 1 1 
Pity and reform a world that lies in M 
wickedneſs. Direct our common and 
national concerns, ſo as may be moſt 
conducive to the public welfare. Sup- 
port, relieve, and comfort the afflicted. 
Remember all my dear relations and 
friends: make them heirs of the grace of 
_ life, partakers of thy ſpecial favour here, 
and of eternal glory in the world to 
come. 7 5 
O thou great Shepherd of the, wi 
never ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt ! take me, 1 
beſeech Thee, into thy protection this 
niglit, and defend me fiom all dangers 
and diſaſters. Let me lie down 1 in peace 
3 141 a with 0 
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$I i With Thee, with DER conſcience, a and 
1 with all mankind. Refreſh my. 1 i 


with ſuch comfortable reſt and fleep, that 


L in the morning I may be fitted and dif- 


poſed with renewed vigour to ſerre 
Thee, and diſcharge the duties of my 
ſtation. Be thou my God and Guide 


through life, my Support and Comfort 


in death; and after death Wks everlaſting 


Portion and Felicity. 


And now, unto him who i: is able 8 


for me far more exceedingly than I can 


aſk or think, be glory, through Chriſt 
Jeſus, world without end. Amen. 


4 4 Progr 15 7 2 lun. 


11870 God Almighty ! 4 Thou art the 
bleſſed and only Potentate; the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; 4 the great 
n of heaven and earth; > the Sove: 
85 reien 


t eteltg. * _ 7 
reign Lola Atid Proprietor of Ms wi8i- M8 


verſe. The heaverts' are thine; with a KM 


their hoſts; the earth alſo is Thine, with 
the fulneſs thereof; the world, and they 


that dwell therein. In chy hand is the |} I 


foul of every living thing, And the breath 


of all matikind, Thy dominion is an I 


everlaſting dortiinion ; and thy kingdom 
is from getietation to generation. Thou 
doſt according to thy own wilt atnongft 


the armies above, and amongſt the'in- 


5 babitants of this Tower world; and chere 
is none that can ſtay Thine hand, or 
thar may By unto. Thee, What! dot 5 
Thou? 
But, bleed be yak this thy i 
controulable power'is cotiſtantly directed 
by unerring wiſdom, and exerted in ef- 
fecting the purpoſes of thy boundleſs 
goodnefs. 
abundant reafon for all thy intelligent ⁶ſ 
creatures to rejoice chat he Lord Goa | | 
EM * 5 1 omnipotent | 


80 tar there 18 the moſt | | f J 
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= and zeal. In thy continued care and 


omnipotent i rann; 8 in bis joy 
| would! bear my part. we 

1 . WP | adore Thee, O Jer as . 1 
0 of my being, the God of my life, and the | 
length of my days. I acknowledge my- | 
ſelf obli ged by all thou haſt done for me 
in my creation, preſervation, and re- 
demption, to ſerve Thee with fidelity | 


' kindneſs would I cheerfully. confide, and 
quietly acquieſce in thy all-wiſe dif] ofals; 
being convinced of thy abſolute right. to 
rule over me, and to do with me as thou 
| pleaſeſt; and that whatever thou appoint - 
eſt is fitteſt and beſt. And accordingly 
to Thee, my Heavenly Sovereign, do 1 
this morning lift up my eyes, earneſtly 
deſiring to learn thy will, to ſeek thy. 
face, and to obtain thy favour. 5 
I thank Thee that thou haſt given me 
2 law to be the rule of my life and con- 
duct: that Thou haſt, 2 the united 

. Tg " 
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lights of nature and of ſcripture, taught 
me what is good, and what Thou the 
Lord my God requireſt of me; even to 
do juſtly, to love mercy, and t walk 1 
humbly with Thee my God. I thanx 
Thee that, as chy laws are moſt reaſon- 
able and excellent in themſelves, ſo they 
are enforced by the moſt engaging and 
endearing motives; and that thou haſt 
made it as much my intereſt as it is my 
duty to ſerve Thee. ee do 
Moſt deeply would 1 n my al _— 
and folly in having lived ſo unmindful 
of Thee and thy laws; in having deſ- 
piſed Thine authority, abuſed thy good- 
neſs, and counteracted thy gracious and 
benevolent intentions in my favour. | 
Mercifully pardon and forgive whatever . 
has been amiſs in my paſt temper and 
conduct, and enable me to rectify it, bß 
a courſe of new and better obedience for 


the time to come. I defire to renounce 3h 
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n all thoſo foreign Lords that have too long 
had dominion over me; and would now | 
conſecrate myſelf afreſh to Thee; all that 
I am, and all that I have; the members 
of my body and the faculties of my foul; 


my worldly poſſeſſions, my time, my 
talents, and my influence over others, to 
be employed in thy ſervice, and uſed for 


Intereſt in the world, q 
Let from a ſenſe of my own 3 


inſtability of my good reſolutions, I am 
forced to give up all ſelf· truſt and confi- 
dence; and would earneſtly feek the 


ent for me; begging that thou wilt ma- 


from the dom 


1 and tyranny of every 


1 worldly and fleſhly luſt ; from the bond. 


18 of . Oe the "— e of. 
Vain 


the advancement of Thine honour me . 


and after many lamentable proofs. of the 


aids of thy grace, which alone is ſaffici- | 


nifeſt thy firength i in my weakneſs. De- 
liver me, O 0 Ged, by thy mighty power, 


P 


/ 


> 0" THE cos Br. 38 
vain cuſtoms, and the contagion of I! "MW 
examples. Fix the great principles of˖ i 

religion deeply upon my heart. Fill mx bi 

_ foul wich good affeCtions towards chytelf,' MM 

and towards all my  fellow-creatures; ³ 

and may the whole of my conduct be 1 
governed and regulated thereby. Alſo 4 

enable me ſo to improve all the diſpen- f 
ſations of thy providence, the inftrue- ' 
tions of thy word, and the influence f 
| thy ſpirit, as to be daily advancing from 

grace to grace, and from ſtrength to 3 

| ſtrength, till I ſhall appear at lengths 1 Mm 

fe& before Thee in Zion. 3M 

I0o Thee, O God, who haft kept e 
the night paſt, and cauſed the light of ³ 
another morning to open with comfort WK 
upon me, would J again commend m- 
ſelf, intreating the coritinuance of thy _— 
kind and favourable regard this day. 
Preſerve me from the ſnares and dangers 4 
to o which I m be * and eſpeci- 1 
. „ ally 


% oyury DEVO tons * 
1 and from the fins which moſt caſily befer 
me. Quicken me to the diſcharge of 
1 per ſeveral duties that may lie before me, 
and prepare me for whatever occurren · 
WT ces I may meet with, whether Altar 
= ous or adverſe. wo old bar FORD” 
ERemember all my relations 8 friends 
1 to do them good. Forgive my enemies, 
471 have any, and enable me to forgive 
them. Pity and relieve thoſe that are 
in diſtreſs ; and ſuit thy bleſſings to the 
wants, capacities, and qualifications of 
| all thy creatures. Graciouſſy hear theſe 
my humble requeſts which I offer up to 
Thee in the name of Jeſus, the Son of 
thy love; to whom, and through whom 
d Pes, O heavenly. Father, I would 
une everlaſting praiſes; Amen. 
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10 V. hs” holy Lord God Wi | 
mighty, who art, and waſt, and 


art to come]! Thou art the righteous 


Lord, who loveſt righteouſneſs and hateſt 


iniquity. Thy countenance beholdeth - 
the upright. with the moſt favourable _ 
regard; but thou haſt no'pleaſure ih 


wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with 


Thee. Vet, notwithſtanding Thine ir- 
; reconcileable averſion to ſin, thou art 
nevertheleſs kind and compaſſionate to 


returning ſinners, ſlow to anger, and of 


great mercy ; not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould e come to re 


7 


pentance. 
With ſhame and ie for tes num- | 


berleſs fins and offences of my- -paſt life, : 
and e for what 1 have © hos 50 


y * 


- % dogs Gr 8 


ol bier b. 

or ſaid, or done amiſs this day, would I 
now humble myſelf before Thee, ad- 
miring that goodneſs and patience of 
Thine which I have ſo ungratefully - 
_ abuſed; 1 intreating an intereſt i in thy for- 
giving mercy, and a reſtoration to thy 
forfeited. favour ; 5 and reſolving, in the 
Rirength of thy grace, to depart from all 
iniquity, and to regulate my. future tem- 
per and conduct in a manner more A | 
able to thy holy nature and will. 
Enable me, O Thou great Pattern * : 
all moral excellence, to purify thyſelf, 
as thou art pure, to hate all. fin with a 
perfect hatred, effectually to renounce 
and forſake every evil way, and to return 
unto. Thee with my whole heart. As 
thou, who haſt called me to the profeſſion 
and privileges of the true religion, art 
holy, ſo may I be holy! in all manner of 
converſation. Help me, I beſeech Thee, 


to cleanſe myſelf from all : pollutions, 
— | ; | 8 both : 


4 
- 


"INS 9 
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both of the fleſh and of the bin, and .. - | 
to perfect holineſs in thy fear. 

Thou haſt given us a perfect rule to | 
walk by; but, alas! how exceedingly _ 
defeQive is our beſt obedience! Who 
can underſtand his errors? Chants 1 
Thou me from ſeeret faults. And 
though 1 can never hope, in this weala, 
ſtate of fleſh and blood, to be free from. 
all infirmities and miſcarriages, yet, bleſ- 
ſed Lord, keep- back thy ſervant from | 
preſumptuous ſins: let them not have 9 
dominion over me, but may I ſo live as 0 


to maintain my integrity, and to be ac 


counted upright before Thee ; being 
innocent from all great and allowed : 
tranſgreſſions, . . 
Give me, O God, fuck 1 views: ef dy i 
greatneſs and goodneſs, and eſpecially. of 
thy love and mefcy to a loſt world, 
through thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, as may Wo. 
An "on ſoul with reverence and adifiire- 
tion, 5 
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tion, with love and gratitude, with hope 
and confidence; as may draw out my 


ſtrongeſt deſires after Thee, and engage 


me to repoſe and delight myſelf in Thee. 
Help me to yield an unreſerved obedi- 


ence to all thy commands, and an hum. 
ble ſubmiſſion to all the diſpoſals of thy 
providence. Let me always live and act 


under a ſenſe of thy preſence, and be 
careful to keep up ſuch a daily intercourſe 
and communion with T hee, as may tend 


to cheriſh every pious diſpoſition and af. 
fection, to fit me for nearer approaches 
to Thee, and an uninterrupted. enjoy 
ment of Thee! in the world to come. 


Teach me, O thou Father of ſpirits, 


eee to conſider the nature of my | 
-own ſoul, and to fet a ſuitable value 1 


upon it. Conſcious of the dignity and I 


importance of this immortal principle, 

let me labour and reſolve to ſecure its | 

Neo art whatever profes gratification I 
ere 
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are to be reſigned, or whatever temporal 


ſufferings are to be endured to that end. 


Help me ſo to. cultivate and i improve my | 
underſtanding, and fo to govern my at- 
fections, paſſions, and appetites, as ſhall 


not only prevent me from injuring my- 


ſelf or others, but. beſt anſwer the great 
ends of my creation, and promote my 


nobleſt ſatisfaction and enjoyment. May 


1 be clothed with humility, and decked | | 
With the ornament of a meek and. quiet i 
ſpirit, which is in thy fight of great price. | 


May I be temperate in all things, pure 


in heart, and chaſte in converſation ; 
maintaining a fixed abhorrence of all 
Prohibited ſenſual indulgences. May ©: 

learn, in whatſoever Rate I am, therewith _ 


to be content; and let Patience have her 
perfect work, that I may be om 
and entire, wanting nqthingg 
Form me, likewiſe, I beſeech Thee, O 
Thou lover of righteouſneſs, Peace, and | 
TI truth, 
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—_ good office in my power to all 
around me, and eſpecially to thoſe With 
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truth, to a proper temper towards my 
 fellow-creatures, Make me careful to 
all their dues, and to pro- 


vice wings honeſt in the light ef ul 


May I take pleaſure in doing 


F 


whom 1 am moſt nearly connected by 
he ties of natural relation, affinity, or 


friendſhip. And grant that in my gene- 


ral conduct I may act under the infli- 
ence of that wiſdom which is from 
above Which is firſt pure, and then 


: peaceable, gentle, and eaſyto be intreated, 


full of mercy and of good fruits, without 


ene and without hypocriſy. 


Extend thy merciful an to the 


N hots world of mankind. Send the 
light of thy glorious goſpel to the me 


diſtant parts of the earth; and make it ö 
everywhere effectual to enligh en the x 
Na to reclaim the vicious, and tc to 
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promote the knowledge of divine truth, 


and the practice of univerſal holineſs 
amongſt men. Dwell in this land of my 
| nativity ; be the watchful Guardian of 


our rights and liberties ; ; reform us from 


the higheſt to the loweſt, and delight. 
over us ſtill to do us good. Kelieve 


and comfort all that are in diſtreſs. Suc- 
ceed the labours of the honeſt and in- 


Aduſtrious; cauſe the earth to bring forth 


her increaſe in due {cafon, and TR our 0 
poor with bread. 928 


Accept, good Le: of my 2 4 


acknowledgments for all the bleſſings, 


ſpiritual and temporal, perſonal and res. 
lative, with which thou hat favoured me, 


thus far in life, and particularly for the 


mercies of the day paſt. I would take 


encouragement from hence cheerſully to 


_ confide in the continuance of thy care, ; g 
and kindneſs. Into thy hands commit = 


the Keeping of myiey, 0 of 2 chat Me., 
moſt 
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. moſt. 6037 to me this night. Protect us, 
if it be thy will, from every evil and 
danger, grant us quiet and comfortable 
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ſafecy the enſuing day, and preſerve us 
to thy heavenly' kingdom, through the 
mediation of ay e JOY Chriſt, 185 
Amen. e bg" 
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i Mor glorious God Thou art light 
and in Thee is no darkneſs at all. 
The perfections of thy nature are bright, 
| beautiful, and majeſtic, far beyond all 
our ideas and conceptions. T hou art 
# lt. : poſſefſed of irreſiſtible power and uner- 
| ring wiſdom; ; of unblemiſhed purity, 55 
the moſt ſerene benignity, and conſum- 
mate bliſs. Thou dwelleſt in light i in. A 


ceſlible, and art the Father of lights, 5 
; with £0 


' repoſe, raiſe us up again in health and 


1 


with how ee is no | variableneſs nor 
ſhadow of turning, and- from whom all | 
thy creatures derive whatever excellencies 5 
or advantages they poſſeſs. For thou, 
O Lord, art the great Source and Original | 
of all our natural powers and capacities; ; 
of all our moral attainments and im- 
provements; of all the good we do, and 
of all the bleſſings we either Ager oe 
hope for. 


1 praiſe Thee for the diſcoveries hou” 


haſt made of thy tranſcendent glories, i in 


the works of thine: hands, in the hea- 
vens above, in the earth beneath; in the 
infinite varieties of thy creatures ar ound 
me, and in my own ſtupendous frame 
of body and mind.” But more eſpeci- 
ally would T praiſe Thee for the brighter 


diſcoveries of thy word, and that, altho' 


no man hath ſeen God at any time, yet 


the only begotten Son, who is in the S | 
boſom of the F —_— hath declared him 
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ob. | DAILY DEVOTIONS 
unto. us, 00 far as was expedient for us 


to know him, I adore Thee, O Lord, 


for all the ſacred and important inf 


tions which he hath communicated. con- 


cerning thy nature and will, thy love 


and grace; and particularly that he hath 
brought life and immortality to light, by 


his glorious goſpel, and directed our feet 
into. thoſe paths of righteouſneſs. which 


wad to certain and endleſs bliſs. - 


Shine, O thou great Parent of ligbt, 


: into my dark and beclouded mind; dif- 


pel the ſhades of ignorance and error, 


and give me that ſpiritual wiſdom where - 
by I may be enabled to diſcern things 
that differ, and to approve thoſe. things 
that are excellent. Help me to walk all | 
the day in the light of thy.countenance; 
and in thy light may I fee light. Not 
let me take up with the bare knoy 
af thy will, but ſet. myſelf to do i a vic | 


gence iggliny, and a . ; 
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by thy truth ; thy word is truth. Grant 
that my faith may grow exceedingly; 
let it purify my heart, and work by love, 
and bring forth the peaccable aui of | 
righteouſneſs. | ol | 

Make me ſenſible of. this FO and 
efficacy of thoſe motives to holineſs and 
virtue which are ſet before me in the 
goſpel. Suffer me not, in the midſt of 
that light which beams forth upon me 
from thence, to ſleep, as too many others 
do; but may I watch and be ſober. 
May I walk as becomes a child of light 
and of the day, and not as of the night 
and of darkneſs. Enable me to work the 
work of him that hath ſent me, while it 
s day, knowing that the night comes, 
wherein no man can work. Whatſover 
my hand findeth to do for advancing 

thine honour and intereſt in the world, 
for promoting the welfare of others, 
eſpecially of thoſe for whom I ought to 
"2 b NN 
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be peculiarly concerned, or for ſecuring 


the ſalvation of my own foul, may I do 
it with all my might, and be careful to 
make the beſt improvement 1 am able, 
of whatever portion of time thou mayeſt 
add to. my earthly pilgrimage. And 


grant that I may walk in that path of the 


juſt, which is as the ſhining light, and 
will Wine more and more unto the 1 5 
fect day. e Ir Ig | 

Accept of my gruteful acknowledge. 
ments, O Lord, for the care thou haſt 
taken of me, and the numberleſs fayours | 
thou haſt conferred upon me, from the 
beginning of my life to the preſent mo- 
ment, and particularly for the ſecurity 
and repoſe of the night paſt : may this 


day pals over my head in innocence and 
peace, and every part of it be ſpent ſo as 


to turn to ſome good account, to myſelf 
or others. To thy care and bleſſing I 
commend myſelf, and all that are near 

and 
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and dear to me, intreating that thou wilt 
keep us always in thy fear, and encompaſs 5 

us with thy favour. Help us to ſerve 
Thee faithfully while we live, and make 
us happy 1n Thee, and with Thee, after : 
death, through the mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of thy Love, in whoſe 
name and words I would ſum up all my 
requeſts for myſelf and others, to Thee. 
— Our Father who art in heaven; 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil. For thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. | | 
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14. 4 4 Pegye for Friday Boeing. 


\ Bleſſed God, thou Father at mercies 
and God of all grace, peace, and con- 
ſolation! Thou art love; the moſt bene | 
volent of all beings ; the great eternal 
Fountain of felicity. Thou, and thou 
only, art originally, perfectly, and eſſen- 
tially good in thyſelf, and thou delighteſt 
in doing good continually. Thou art 
good unto all, and thy tender mercies 
are over all thy works. All thy works 
praiſe Thee, O Lord, and it becomes 
thy ſaints to bleſs Thee, and in a par- 


ticular manner to magnify thy goodnels, 
that ſupremely gtorious and amiable per- 
tection of thy nature, which renders Thee | 
the worthy object of our moſt delightful 
contemplation, and grateful praiſe, 1 
would e in all the diſplays of thy 
| dilfungs 
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diffuſive benevolence, through the whole 
creation around me, but more eſpecially 


would I praiſe Thee for the wonderful 


acts and inſtances of thy loving kindneſs 
to the children of men, and for the ex- 
perience that I myſelf have had of thy 
bounty and benignity. 

I adore Thee, as the F ormer and the 
: Father of mankind, whoſewiſe and power- 
ful goodneſs is manifeſted in the curious 
ſtructure of our bodies; but much more 
in the ſublime powers and faculties of 
our minds; whereby we are moſt nearly 
allied to Thee our Maker, and rendered- 2 : 


Fr capable of knowing, loving, ſerving, . 


imitating, and enjoying Thee, the great 
Origin and Source of life and light, per- 
fection, glory, and bleſſedneſs. 85 
I adore Thee likewiſe for every in- 
5 ſtance and effect of thy providential care 

and kindneſs which, I have experienced = | 
in common with the reſt of my ſpecies, _ 
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pafferings and death, his reſurrection 
from the dead, and the Les and au- 
4" thority 


| Thee for the proviſion thou haſt made 
for my future well-being in another and 
better ſtate of exiſtence, after this preſent 
life (which is forfeited by fin) ſhall be | 
ended. Adored be the riches of thy re- 
deeming love and grace, as manifeſted 
in ſending thine only begotten Son into 
the world, to ſeck and to ſave that which 
to recover guilty rebels to thy-. 
ſelf, and by his life and doctrine, his 


| 
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for thoſe meaſures of bodily health and 


ſtrength that I enjoy, for the free and 
regular exerciſe of my mental powers; 


for- my liberty, my friends, and © all 


the neceſſaries, conveniences, and com- 
forts which thy liberal hand has provided, 
to render my paſſage through this ſtate 
of trial and om _ and Wee 
i I 


But above all things yould I praiſe 


was loſt ; 


A. 
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thority with which he is inveſted at thy 
right hand, to effect the pardon, ſanctifi- 
cation, 7 ſalvation of all who will ſub- 

mit to be taught, to be ruled, and ſaved 
by bim. 
But while I am has thankfolly recog- 
nizing theſe expreſſions and diſplays of 
thy matchleſs love and paternal tender- 
neſs, how much reaſon have I, with 
ſhame and confuſion of face, to lament 
my paſt ingratitude,and the many unwor- 
thy returns I have made for thy great 
and unmerited goodneſs ! Father, I 
have ſinned againſt. heaven and in thy 
hight, and am no longer worthy to be 
owned or treated as a child of thine. I 
acknowledge that my tranſgreſſions have 
been many and great; and wretched 
indeed muſt I bes. ſhouldſt thou deal 


with me according to my deſerts. But 


thou haſt proclaimed thyſelf to be the 
| Lord, hy Lord God, merciful and gra- 
VVV cious, 


' 
1 \ 
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cious, long ſuffering, and abundant in 
8 goodneſs and truth ; keeping mercy for 
"thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſ. 
ioo, and fin. This is thy name for ever, 
and in this name would I hope and truſt, 
O caſt me not off from thy preſence, . 
beſeech Thee, and take not thy holy | 
ſpirit from me, but in the multitude of 
thy tender mercies remember thou me. 


* Blot out all my tranſgreſſions, waſh me 


thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanſe 
me from my fins. Draw me effeQually 
to thyſelf, by the cords of love, which | 
are the bands of a man; receive me Ba- 5 
ciouſly, and love me freely. 
I would defire always to retain ſuch a 

_ grateful ſenſe of my obligations to Thee 
as ſhall prove a principle of conſtant and 
univerſal obedience to thy laws, and en- 
gage me greatly to take delight in thy 
commandments. May I fear the Lord 


| and his is goodneſs, and dread nothing ſo 
much 


vo Tu closET. 105 8 9 
much as to abuſe thy Kiadgeſt, and = 
weary out thy . patience. May I love I 

Thee alſo above all, and, conſidering Thee ni 
as my portion and chief good, let the 1 
deſires of my ſoul be drawn out after 3 
Thee, and my _ be centered | in 4 
Thee. _ 

And help me, O thou God 65 wiſe, _ 
to cultivate a moſt ſincere and cordial 7 
benevolence to all my fellow-creatures, 3 1 
regarding them as thine offspring, and : 
doing the utmoſt, within my little ſphere, f 
to promote their welfare, and to advance 

that happineſs, which is the great end of IM 

all thy works of creation, providence, and 
redemption. But let me love thoſe with | 
a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing affection, | b 
who are moſt like Thee, and who are the 5 

objects of thy ſpecial love. Let all bit 4 

_ terneſs, and wrath, and clamour; and evil. 7 
ſpeaking be put away from me, with all B 7 
| malice, and may I be kind to thoſe about . 

F 5: e, d- 7 
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15 me, tender-hearted, and ready to „d 
ſuch as may offend me, even as I hope, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, to obtain forgive 


neſs of Thee. Teach me to love even 


* 


my enemies, to wiſh well to chem that 
hate me (if any ſuch there be) and to 


return good for evil, that ſo I may ap- 


prove myſelf one of thy genuine children, 

and be merciful as thou art merciful, 

and perfect as thou my heavenly Father 
fart perfect. i 


From my is experience of thy te ten- 


| 85 care and unwearied kindneſs, I would 


take encouragement to hope that good- 


neſs and mercy will follow me all the 


days of my future life; and deſire moſt * 


| cheerfully to truſt Thee with myſelf, and 


with all that belong to me, to be diſpoſed 


of as thou ſhalt ſee good. Into thy hands 
I commend myſelf this night, both ſoul 
| and body. Let me lie down with holy 
and delightful thoughts of Thee, and in 


4 


1 


4 
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the morning, when I awake, let my heart 


be raiſed afreſh in ſentiments of love and 
gratitude to Thee; and, with renewed 
pleaſure and reſolution, let me devote 


the remainder of my life to thy ſervice. 


Theſe my ſupplications and thankſgivings 
I humbly offer up to Thee, O moſt 
merciful Father, in the name of Jeſus. 


Chriſt thy well-beloved Son, and my 


all- ſufficient Saviour; to whom be all 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


5 5. A Prayer for Saturday Morning. | 


ETERNAL and infinite Jehovah ! 
Thou art God, and chere 18 none 


beſides Thee, the great Original and Sup- | 
port of univerſal nature; who deriveſt 
thy being from none, but giveſt being 80 
all things. T hou art ſelf-ſufficient and 


Do 
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18 pay DEvorions: 
all. ſufficient; ſupremely pleſſed in thy- 
ſelf, and the Author of all good to thy 
g creatures. Thou, ,O Lord, art worthy 
to receive honour, and glory, and bleſſ. 
ing; for thou haſt created all things, 
and for thy pleaſure they are and were 
ereated; for the di ſplay of thy goodneſs, 
and the communication of thy felicity. 
O that I may be enabled to praiſe and 
glorify Thee as I ought, and to ſeck 
my happineſs alone in Thee. 1 8 
I would deſire always to regard The 
as my origin and end; to remember 
that my own being, in particular, is de- 
rived from Thee, and perpetually fup- 1 
ported by Thee; and that it is in con- 
ſequence of having obtained help of 
God that I continue unto this day an 
inſtance of thy ſparing and preſerving 
mercy, and a witneſs of thy overflowing 
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| heneficence. - How liberally” haſt thou 
provided, fi moſt gracious Lord, not only 
br the ſupply of my wants, but for my i 
innocent delight and comfort! What a i 

profuſion of gratifications for my out- 
ward ſenſes and imagination ! "What 
nobler pleafures for the entertainment of 
my mind, in the diſcovery of the moſt _- Mt 
ſublime and important truths! _ And; 1 | \ 
above all, how much am I indebted to i 
Thee for thoſe moral powers and capa- 
cities with which thou haſt endowed me; 
for thoſe benevolent propenſities im- 
planted in my nature, which, while they 
carry me out of myſelf, contribute ſo 
largely to my own felicity; and for that 
higheſt of all human ſatisfactions, whick 
ariſes from knowing, loving, ſerving, = 
and enjoying Thee, under the endearing 2 . 
characters of my Father and F riend, quo. "TY 
Portion ane chief Good ! 


O dat 
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O that my heart may be duly affected 
| wich: a ſenſe of the benefits thou haſt 
already conferred upon me, and of the 
more valuable bleſſings thou haſt en- 
couraged me to hope for hereafter, 
through the mediation of. thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt! Continue to me, I beſeech Thee, 
all needful communications of thy mercy y 
and favour. + Grant me ſuch a ſhare of 
outward accommodations and enjoy- 
ments as thou mayſt ſee convenient for 
me; but, above all, lead me in the paths 
of righteouſneſs, to the true Fan 
und felicity of my nature. . he. 
Forgive me, great and bleſſed God, 
# a I have wandered fo far from Thee; 
that I have been ſo unmindful of te 
duties T owe Thee; and have taken ſo 
WM little care to ſecure that felicity which is 
centered in Thee: that I have com- 
| mitted thoſe two. great evils; of forſaking 
Thee, the Fountain of living waters, and ; 
of hewing e out to myſelf ciſterns, broken 
[ fe 4 


** 5 
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ciſterns, that can hold no water. O con- 


vince me of the folly of ſeeking for hap- 
pineſs in any thing ſhort of thyſelf, or in 
any other way than in that of thy com- 


mandments. Convince me, that in thy 
favour only there is life; and chat thy 
loving - Kindneſs is better than life, with 
all its enjoyments. Help me to- chuſe 
Thee as my all- ſufficient and never. fail- 
ing portion; and accordingly to hope, 
and truſt, and delight myſelf in Thee. 


And let it be my conſtant care and en- 


deavour, ſo to order my inward temper 
and my outward conduct and behaviour, 
as is moſt agreeable to thy will; ſo as 
moſt effectually to gain thy favour and 
approbation; and thereby to ſecure, not 


only my preſent peace and comfort, but | 


my future and everlaſting welfare. "even 
Enable me this day to walk cloſely 
with Thee ; to act as under the notice 
of thine eye, and to rejoice in the mani- 


feſtations oy 


£ 
YN 
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feſtations of thy love. Prepare me for 
whatever ſcenes of ; proſperity or adver- 
ity may lie before me; and ſucceed 
me in all my endeavours after ſelf.im- 
* provement and uſefulneſs to others. 
; Bleſs all my friends, relations, and ac- 
7 quaintances : unite us all to one another 
in the bonds of mutual love, and to thy- | 


| hh, by the practice of piety and holi- 


neſs; and grant that, after having ſerved 


thee, and our generation, according t g to 


thy will, in our ſeveral ſtations here up- 
on earth, we may at length be received 
into the joys and glories of thy heavenly 
kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 
y_ great Captain of our ſalvation,  - 

No unto him of whom, and through 
whom, and to whom are all . be 
1 for ever. Amen. 


3x6 „ 


only living and true God; unchange · 
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O Thou ſupremely great, and; incom- 
prehenfibly glorious Ber . Thou 


infinite and eternal Spirit, who art the 


able in thy nature, univerſal in thy pre- 
ſence, and uncontroulable in thy domi- 
nion; of whom, and through whom, and 
to whom are all things! _ Ore 
No works are like unto thy pita x 
no excellencies and perfections are 
worthy to be compared with thine; 
which ſhine forth in all thy deſigns of 
creation, of providence, and of redemp- 
tion. I would deſire to meditate upon 
them with a ſacred and ſalutary delight. 
Enable me, O thou Father of Spirits, 
to worſhip Thee in ſpirit and in truth, 

to revere thy irreſiſtible power, to ad- 
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mire the depths of thy unſcarchable 
wiſdom, and to rejoice in all the com- 
munications and diſplays of thy exube- q 
rant goodneſs, Help me ſo to contem- | 
plate the beauty and glory of thy moral 
attributes, thy truth and righteouſneſs, 
thy purity and benignity, as that I may 
be transformed into the ſame image, 
from glory to glory. And from a full 
conviction of the equity of thy govern- 
ment, and the beneficial deſign and ten 
dency of all thy laws, may I be diſpoſed 
to yield a cheerful and unreſerved com- 
«pg with every intimation of thy 5 


* 


will. | 
Forgive me, 0 moſt gracious God, 
{Fart my thoughts have been no more 
fixed upon Thee; that my affections 
have been no more drawn out after 
Thee; that I have been ſo unlike to 
Thee, the Pattern of all perfection; and 
have taken ſo little care to ſerve and 


op \ 
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pl aſe Thee. Under a deep and hum 


bling ſenſe of my paſt ſin, and folly, I 
would now. reſolve by thy divine aſſiſt- 
ance, to cultivate a growing acquaint- 
ance with Thee, and all ſuitable diſpo- 
ſitio s towards T hee; a greater con- 


formity to thine adorable excellencies 


in the ſpirit of my mind, and a more 
entire obedience to thy precepts in the 


courſe of my life; that ſo I may bring 


forth all the fruits of righteouſneſs 
which are by Chriſt r Jeſu, to the n 
and glory of God. By 

Bleſſed be thy name, O God of grace, 


* the revelation thou haſt made of thy- 
ſelf to us, of the duties thou requireſt of 


us, and of the bleſſedneſs which thou 


| haſt deſigned for us, in the goſpel of thy 
Son. I praiſe Thee that thou didſt ſend 
him into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world, through him, 


might be ſaved; ; to offer No" and 
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116 ü "DAILY DEVOTIONS 
forgiveneſs to penitent offenders; z to 
point out the way to eternal life and 

happineſs, through his inſtructions and 
example; «nd to ſeal the promiſes of 
| that new covenant, of which he was the 
Mediator, with his dying blood. And 

zs, by thy determinate counſel and fore. 
| Knowledge, he was delivered up to ſuf- 

ferings and death for our offences, fo 1 

| praiſe. Thee that, by the ,energy of thy 
mighty power, he was raiſed again for 
our juſtification, that we might have 
the fulleſt aſſurance of our acceptance 
with God, through kim, and that, be- 
cauſe he lives, we might live alſo. _ 

Grant me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, | 
an i intereſt in the bleſſed fruits of 
his life and doctrine, of his ſufferings and 
death, of his reſurrection and exaltation 
at thy right hand. And for this end, 
excite and cheriſh in my ſoul a true, 

lively, and efficacious faith in him. The 
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Fox THE. CLOSET, „ 
life which I live in the fleſh I would de- 
ſire to live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave hinwelf 
for me, And O that the great and in- 
tereſting truths which he has brought to 
light in his glorious goſpel, may not 
only gain the aſſent of my underſtand- 
ing, but fink deep into my heart, and 
have a commanding influence on the 
whole of my conduct! Let me imbibe 
the ſpirit as well as the doctrine of Jeſus, 
my gracious Lord. Let the ſame mind 
be in me which was alſo in him. May 
take his yoke upon me, and learn of 
him who was meek and lowly of Seay 
that fo I may find reſt to my ſoul. And 
help me, in all reſpe&s, to walk -worthy 
of that high and holy calling, wherewith . 
he has called me; worthy of the great 
and important privileges that are con- 
ferred upon me, and of the Ylorious 
hopes that a are ſer before me. 
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. DAILY DEYOTIONS 
\ Raiſe my affections more and more, 
bleſſed God, to thoſe things which are 
above; and teach me to moderate my 
regard to all inferior and ſenſible ob- 
jects. Free me from all inordinate cares 
about the things of this life; from all 
diſtruſt of thy good providence; from 
all repining language and diſcontent. 
ed thoughts. And enable me in every | 
ſituation and circumſtance of life to be 
not only patient and reſigned, but cheer- 
fuland thankful; knowing that all things 
are ordered by Thee in the wiſeſt and 
beſt manner, and ſo as ſhall work to- 
gether for good to them that love Thee. 
Moſt gratefully would I adore that 
goodneſs and mercy of thine that have 
attended me all my days, and ſupplied 
- me with all things needful to my com- : 
fortable ſubſiſtence in life. And J par- 
ticularly bleſs Thee, at this time, for 


the * and a of the day 
and 


e ron THE, "CLOSET, TRE . 119 
and week paſt. Pardon, I beſeech Thee, 
whatever freſh. guilt I may have con- 
trated therein. And as one day and 
week is paſſing away aſter another in 
ſwift ſucceſſion, let me be careful to re- 
deem the time I have loſt or mil- ſpent, 5 
by a redoubled diligence in thy ſervice, 
for the remainder of my uncertain life; 
and to improve every opportunity of 
doing or receiving good, and of pre- | 
paring for that eternal ſtate to which 1 
am baſtening. Continue thy watchful 
care over me this night; ; and grant me 
ſuch refreſhing ſleep as may fit me for 
ſerving Thee acceptably and profitably 
on thy own day enſuing. 
And, O thou common Father of man- 
Find, permit me to breathe forth my 
fervent wiſhes for the welfare of all my 
brethren, the fellow- members of that 
great family of thine, which is ſpread 
over all the earth. 0 that all might be 
e | Partakers, 
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DAILY. DEVOTIONS. 
partakers, not only of the bounties of 


thy providence, but of the richer bleſſ. | 
ings of thy grace; that all might o 
come to the knowledge of thy truth, as 


to be ſaved according to thy gracious 


| will, through Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator 


between God and man, who gave him- 


 felfa ranſom for all, to be teſtified in 
due time! Let all chriſtian churches 3 
everywhere flouriſh; and / alſo abound in 
truth and peace, in love, and in all good 
Works. 
and Ireland, and the dominions thereto 
belonging, be ſtill favoured by Thee; 


Let the lands of Great Britain 


and let the inhabitants thereof be care- 


ful to make a better improvement of 
thy diſtinguiſhing favours. 
- rulers and governors, ſupreme and ſub- 
ordinate, and make t 
productive of great and extenſive good. | 
Give ſucceſs to the labours of thoſe who | 


| 0 the bells of 0 Sow in its purity 
and 


Bleſs our 
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ei adminiſtration | 


ron TAE eroskr. 141 
and 8 and may the pow-er of - 
godlineſs be viſible in the lives of all 
profeſſing chriſlians. Have mercy on 
ſuch as are in affliction; and affoid 
them ſuitable and ſeaſonable relief. Bleſs 
the family to which I. belong; may 
every member of it be graciouſly re- 

| garded by Thee; and may all my friends 
be thine. Preſerve them from all real + 
evil; and ae e eee 55 
good. We A 6 = e 
And now unto Hink Pt is able to 
keep us from falling, and to preſent us 
faultleſs before the preſence of hig ge 
with exceeding great joy; to the 0 
wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and 
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| OCCASIONAL. DevorIONS, 8 123 
and nerve within me! It 4+ hun, 0 7 
Lord, I am fully convinced, who didſt 
form me by thy wiſdom, and who doſt 
continually ſuſtain me, and ſupport all 


my perceptive and active powers by 


thy unremitting energy. Thou art ak 


ways near me wherever J am, and how- _ 


ever I am employed; and in Thee do 
I live, and move, and have my being. 
In common with the reſt of thy nu- 


merous creatures, 1 am every day par- 


taking of the effects of thy providential 


care and kindneſs; and am under num 

berleſs obligations to Thee for the ſup- Fa: 
ply of my bodily wants, and for my 
comfortable ſubſiſtence in this preſent 


tranfitory ſtate, But much more am. 1 


indebted to Thee for the richer bleſſings 


of thy grace ; for the intimations thou 


| haſt given of thy nature and will, of my 


duty and moſt eſſential intereſts, by the 
united lights of reaſon and revelation; ; 
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and for the wonderful proviſion thou F 
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welfare, for the pardon of my ſins, the 
ſanctification of my nature, and the fl 


O thou Creator, Preſerver, and Re- 

| deemer of the world, mayſt thou not 
moſt juſtly expect from all thy reaſon- 
able creatures! With what reverence, 
admiration, and love, ſhould our hearts 

be filled towards T hee |. Under what a | 


walk before Thee! and, how fit is it 
© that a care to pleaſe ＋ hee ſhould 
fallow up every other care !” _ | 


14 DAILY DEvVOTIONS. 


haſt made, eſpecially in the goſpel of thy | 
Son, for my ſpiritual and' everlaſting | 


vation of 1 my foul. 4 
What returns of duty and Raids i 


lively ſenſe of thy preſence ſhould we 


But, 85 thou pray. injured” Bene- 


Thy as n Thee in a * 


thou vgh I know that the would 1 is ſu . 
50 | 


— 


vox THE- CLOSET. poly 1 1 
a ant 1 by Thee; and. that Har 
| nothing, and have nothing, and can 
hope for nothing, but of and from Thee, 
Inſtead of ſeeking after Thee, and con- 
templating upon Thee as I ought, how - 


little haſt thou been i in all my thoughts! 4 


How ſeldom have I, with 4 becoming i 
awe, reflected on thy preſence with me, 
and inſpection over me! How unmind- 
ful have I been of thy mercies, how un- 
thankful for them, and how unfruitful 
under them! That homage which is 
thy moſt unqueſtionable due, I have 
unnaturally withheld from Thee; and 
have taken no care to gain thy favour 
and approbation, by attending to the 
great buſineſs of religion, which 1s the 
end and glory of my nature. 
hleſſed God, when I think but "IR 1 
moment of thy tranſcendent greatneſs | 
and goodneſs, I am aſtoniſhed that I 
have lived ſo menen of TOW, and 
3 ee =o 


Pre 


N 


„ 


. 
9 229298 "© ZE * 
y Wann Freren. 


Wy 2 — 5 
; —— 

. 2 Ne. 
r eee eee 


q ; 
_ > 
C 1 


Nr A LS ali er. _ , 
_ aA 8 F YET OR. I rr — 
x Wor *. _ 42nd * Rp ie - ** mY Mp nn — 


ö £ 5 
—_ r 88 
3 1 4 < w q 
8 EE * : * ” © $ — og " — 
_ ter of — * << of - _— x Fr A 2 Pr 8 1 e — 2 e Wu 1 * D 5 * 
2 ' . ͤ ⁰ bo oo ory ine nn een, 2 3 r , 
= * rr 4; WEIS roi ele, eee — 8 EN; . ED . 5 „ r TY: „ * ——— 
8 1 * * VAN 5 ok, 7 hs, * * % * N n 12 Eo r * 
: hr Ste : 5 — "© hs +79, * 8 r 7 8 nnn S —_— N COS 
7 * - " 4 F * iS Dn Wu n E * 5 Ty * 1 Lt LE a * 
1 084 N of e r 
* 8 een PRIX * '' 


AF} N 
r re 
* K 5 A a 9 

— 4 We" 2 - 9g <2 + 
Are en N 
r 7 7 2. Bog \ 
* pe” N n 55 2 
* <p 

x 2 . 1 

4 rn REL... 

q =— ; a Cs be” 2 _-+ 0 
WE nt ec 

7 , * 

5 — 

. No 4 ” q 

. F 

. * * "ER 

— 

——_— 

> 3 — ; 00 0 

; 3 8 . Ks += 

* val 


and for the wonderful proviſion. thou 
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Welfare, for the. pardon of my fins, the 
ſanctification of my nature, and: the fl 
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haſt made, eſpecially in the goſpel of thy | 
Son, for my ſpiritual and everlaſting | 


vation of my ſoul. _ 1 9 5 
What returns of duty and gratitude, 


O thou Creator, Preſerver, and Re. 
deemer of the world, mayſt thou not 


moſt juſtly expect from all thy reaſon- | 
able creatures! With what reverence, 


admiration, and love, ſhould our hearts 


be filled towards Thee! Under what a f 


lively ſenſe of thy preſence ſhould we 


walk before T hee! and, how fit is it 
&« that à care to pleaſe. Thee ſhould: 


_ fwallow up every other care!“ 


But, O chou greatly jan! Bene- 
factor, how haſt thou been neglectel, 
forgotten, and affronted by me! | have 
lived as without Thee in the world, 


though I know that the wolld i is ſu N 
£0 


- FOR THE CLOSET. „ 
ed and 5 by * and that lam 
nothing, and have nothing, and calk-- 
hope for nothing, but of and from Thee. 


Inſtead of ſeeking after Thee, and con- 


templating upon Thee as I ought, how 
little haſt thou been i in all my thoughts! 
How ſeldom have I, with a becoming ty 
awe, reflected on thy preſence with me, 
and inſpection over mel How unmind- 


ful have I been of thy mercies, how un- 
thankful for them, and how unfruitful 


under them! That homage which is 
thy moſt unqueſtionable due, I have 


unnaturally withheld from Thee; and 


have taken no care to gain thy favour 
and approbation, by. attending to the 


great buſineſs of religion, which is the 
end and glory of my nature. 
hleſſed God, when I think but Gi 2 
moment of thy tranſcendent greatneſs 
and goodneſs, 1 am aſtoniſhed that 1 
have lived ſo ee of Thee, and 
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456 bit Dürch | 
me been guilty of numberleſs offences 
' Ye againſt Thee. I bluſh and am con- 
founded to lift up my face before Thee. 
On the moſt tranſient review of my con- 
duct, I ſee that J have played the fool, 
and have erred exceedingly.” What 
more than brutal ſtupidity —what more 
than brutal ingratitude have Idiſcovered! 
For the ox knoweth his owner, and the 
afs his maſter's crib; hut I have not 
known Thee, my great Proprietor and | 
Lord, as I ought, nor have I duly con- 
ſidered the vaſt and mighty eee 
thou haſt laid upon me. 

And can I flight thy mercies, 0 thou 
p great Fountain of all good, without in- 
curring thy judgments! Can I live in 
the neglect of my duty, and trifle with 
my conſcience and my God, with im. 
punity ! Is not my danger as great as | 
my folly, ingratitude, and guilt? Art 
thou not a righteous as well as a merci 
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j THE CLOSET, „ 208. 
ful God ? Wilt thou not call me to an 
awful and ſevere account for my negle& | 


of Thee, and my rebellions againſt Thee, 
for every wilful and preſumptuous fin, 


whether it be omiſſion or commiſ- 1 5 


ſion? And is not deſtruction and miſery 
in the ways of thoſe who wander from 


their God? O let me not vainly r 
pect either preſent peace or future ſafety 
while I continue a ftranger to Thee, and 
in a ſtate of diſaffection towards Thee; 

nor ſuffer me to indulge an indolence 5 
of temper, or heedleſsly to purſue any 
ſuch evil courſes as will, without . 


pentance, involve me in ruin. 


I am convinced, O Lord, that if 1 re- 
main thus far from Thee, I muſt periſh. 


Thy favour. is the only real ground of 
ſecurity and hope and this I can never 
_ attain without earneſtly, ſeeking It in 
the way of my duty. O pluck me, 1 


beſeech Thee, as 4 brand from the burn- 1955 
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= ing. Bring me, before it be yet Pp late, 
do an effectual ſenſe of my fin and folly; | 
ſet my great danger before me in the 


ſtrongeſt light, and point out to me the 
only way to eſcape it. Teach me ſo to 


think on my ways, as to turn my feet 


into thy teſtimonies; ſo that I may make 
haſte and not delay to keep thy com- 
mandments. Help me to ſeck Thee 
whilſt thou mayeſt yet be found, and. to 
call upon Thee whilſt thou art near. And 
Oh that I may be perſuaded at length to 


attend to the things that belong to my 


peace and welfare, before ORE are- yl | 
from my eyes. = 
Break, gracious Ged, that fatal en- 1 | 


. 1 chantment which binds my ſoul to calth- 
ly and ſenſual objects. Let not my heart 


be hardened through the deceitfulneſs 


of ſin; but melt and ſubdue it by thy 
| heavenly grace. Teach me that leſſon 
which Lam fo flow to learn; teach me 
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rox THE CLOSET, 129 5 
to know; to love, and to praftiſe my 
duty. Give me a taſte for the pleaſures 
of religion and devotion. Let my 
thoughts be employed in meditating up- 
on the beſt things; refine and ſpiritu- 
alize my affections, elevate and ennoble 
my purſuits. Quicken my deſires after + 

Thee ; and help me with full purpoſe of N 
heart to cleave unto the Lord. 4 
Pardon and forgive, Ihumbly beſeech W 
— Thee, the numberleſs fins and tranſ- 
greſſions of my /paſt life; enable me to 
act a wiſer and a better p part in all re- 
ſpects for the time o come; and accept 
of me, and of all my poor attempts to 
ſerve Thee, for thy mercy's ſake, in and | 
through Chriſt Jeſus, thy beloved Son, _ 
whom thou haſt appointed to be the Sa- 3 jy 
viour of ſinners, even the chief of chem; 5 ö | 
to whom be everlaſting praiſes. Amen. 3 
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0 0 Moſt es God! a art is 
Fountain and Original of univer- 
fal nature, the Father of angels and men; 
| the all-wiſe and ri ighteous Governor of 
| heaven and earth. From the bigheſt | 
| heavens, the habitation of thy holineſs, 
and where thine honour dwells, thou 
| beholdeſt all the children of men; and 
their moſt ſecret actions are open to thine 
all ceing eye; and ſuch is the purity 
of thy nature, that thou loveſt righte- 
ouſneſs and hateſt iniquity, whereſoever 
thou beholdeſt 1 it ; neither can evil dwell. | 
with Thee.” | 
How obnoxious muſt I ther 10 to thy 


| Jun and e e ure, who have! ived - 
ſo 


fo long in a ſad neglect of Thee, and even 
in a courſe of rebellion againſt Thee 5 


ſo contrary to thy holy nature, and whoſe 
actions have been ſo unconformable 90 
the manifeſtations of thy righteous will! 
Thou, O Lord, knoweſt my fooliſn- 


more than the hairs of ad bead; there- 5 9 
fore my heart faileth me.? =_ 


haſt an abſolute right, and unalienable 5 
claim to my homage and allegiance. | 
Thou haſt given a law to all thy reaſon- 


ron THE n, 14 


whoſe temper and diſpoſitions have been : 


neſs; and none of my fins are hid from 
Thee. If I ſhould pretend to juſtify 
myſelf, my own mouth condemns me; 
if I ſhould ſay I am perfect, it would 


prove me perverſe. N innumerable = 


evils have encompaſſed me about; mine 
iniquities have taken hold upon me, W N 
that I am not able to look up: they are 


1 am convinced, great God, that 4 


able creatures, which is holy, juſt, and 
6 6 ” ans 
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good ; and I was born under. indiſpen- | 


fable obligations to obey it; which have 
been unſpeakably ſtrengthened and in- 


\ 


_ creaſed by thy conſtant care, and the 


numberleſs favours thou haſt freely con- 


ferred upon me, through the whole of 


my life. But, alas! in how many ag. 
Tk gravated nee has: I revolted from 
Thee, trampled on thy authority, dif- 
1 regarded thy ſalutary counſels and itt © 


junctions, abuſed thy goodneſs, and de- 


1 Bed thy vengeance | How often have 


I violated the ſacred laws of piety and 


truth, of righteouſneſs and charity, of 
temperance and ſobriety ! And hereby 
have I not moſt highly offended Thee, 


been alienated from Thee, the centre of 


my rightful and gracious Sovereign, as 
well as injured my fellow- creatures, and 


wironged my own foul! 


Ho- unnaturally have my chought ” 
and affections, my deſires and purſuits, 
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all good! How have I caſt off thy fn,” 
and reftrained prayer before Thee! Or, 
when engaged in the outward acts of 
public or private devotion, how have of 
] mocked, inftead of worſhi ipping Thee! 
drawing near to Thee with my mouth, 
while my heart was far from Thee! 
How have I profaned thy name, thy 
Sabbaths, and thy ordinances! ſlighted 
thy word, and deſpiſed thy ſervants! . -_ 
What reaſon have I to be humbled, 
O God, in thy ſight, for the pride of my ; 
beart, for chinking of myſelf more — | 
than I ought to think, and for every | 
degree and appearance of haughtineſs, 15 
ſcorn, and diſdain ! What reaſon to be- 
wail my proneneſs to raſh and ſinful an- 
ger, envy, malice, and revenge! How 
far have J been from loving my neigh- 
bour as myſelf, or from doing in all re- 
ſpecs to others as I would have them do 
to We Of ww: fallchood, deceit, and 
treachery, | 
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| reachery, of what: violence and cruelty, ; 
by have I in ſome inſtances been guilty } 
+ Of what ſlander and evil ſpeaking ! of | 
C 4 5 what fooliſh talking and corrupt coms 1 
. ba - munication! How often have I been a 
partaker of other mens fins! and how 
often, alas, have I betrayed others into 
fin, either by direct ſolicitations, or by 
the influence of my own evil example! 
And, O, what a load of guilt have I chus I 


„ 


| brought upon myſelf! e e, 


Dor am I more excuſeable in thy ſight , 
H „ for thoſe evil diſpoſitions, habits, and 
| practices, which more immediately re- 
late to my own concerns: in ſubjecting 
my reaſon and conſcience to my own. F 
inclinations, appetites, and paſſions; in 
- minding the things of the fleſh more 3 Fi 
the things of the ſpirit ; and in loving 
my carnal caſe and pleaſures more than 
. - Thee, my God. Have I not too often 
abuſed the wha of thy. as: by 
Ks 
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indulgtbg hurtful exceſſes! What cor- 
rupt deſires have I harboured in my 
heart! and how 1 improper and immodeſt 
have my words and actions frequently 


been! What an exceſſive fondneſs for- 


the world, its poſſeſſions and enjoyments, 
hare I diſeovered ; fooliſhly | preferring | 
my preſent and temporal, to my future 
and eternal intereſts; and minding earth- 
ly things, to the neglect of heaven and 8 
heavenly objects! And whilſt the one 
thing needful has been forgotten, with 
what anxious and ſolicitous care have 15 
purſued theſe inferior advantages! ho r 
peeviſh and i impatient have I been un- 
der outward croſſes and afflictions! and 
at beſt how diſcontented with my lot! 
In all theſe reſpects, it is chiefly againſt 
Thee, O great God, that I have finned, 
and done this evil in thy ſight. And, 


conſidering the number and weight of _ 7 


my ann I have reaſon to be 


es . 
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' = aſtoniſhed at thy. continued forbearance 
aud long-ſuffering. My life and foul | 
are forfeited into thine hands; and moſt 
Juſtly mighteſt thou have long ſince cut 
me off from life, with all! its advantages 
and enjoyments, and have ſentenced my 
guilty ſoul to a ſtate of miſery and an- 
guiſh proportioned to che ee of | 
WR aces: 
But though I have, | in effect, deſtroyed 
myſelf, yer, bleſſed be thy hame, in Thee 
is my help found! With Thee there is 
mercy and forgiveneſs, that thou mayeſt 
be feared; and in thy right hand there 
is plenteous redemption. Thou haſt 
. ſolemnly declared that thou deſireſt not 
the deach of a ſinner, but rather chat he 
ſhould repent and live. Thou art ready 
to receive returning ſinners, art waiting 
to be gracious to them, and reconciling 
' them to thyſelf, by. Jeſus Chriſt, not im. 
1 puting to them their treſpaſſes, | . 


— 1 


rox TEE less. OE 139 1 


To Thee, O Lord, would I therefore 
apply, with earnelt importunity, for par- 
doning mercy and for renewing grace. 
I would return unto. Thee with humility 1 
and a deep ſenſe of the malignity of my 


ins, entreating Thee to blot out all mp 


tranſgreſſions from the book of thy re- 
membrance, to receive me graciouſly; 
and to love me freely. Suffer me net, 
on the one hand, to deſpair of thy for- 


giving mercy; nor, on the other, to 


preſume upon it, as giving a licence to 
ſin; but let me conſider it as a revailing 5 
motive and powerful encoura ement to 
repentance. Let me not content my- 
ſelf with barely confeſſing my ſins; but 5 
help me effectually to renounce and for- 
lake them, that fo 1 may be allurcd of 
obraining mercy. 

Create in mea ten heart, 0 Cod, and 


renew a right ſpirit within me. O re- 


duce wy . mind to a thorough 
conſider- 


. 
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conſideration of thoſe things that concern 
my everlaſting peace; and my ſtubborn 
will to a determinate reſolution 1 to purſue 

them. My ſole dependence i is upon 

I bee: my hope of ſucceſs” in this great 
work of repentance unto life, is wholly 
in Thee. Help, Lord, or elſe I periſh: 
Stretch forth thy powerful. arm to fave 
my ſinking foul; 64 let not this deep 
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| ſenſe of the evil of fin, ſuch a genuine 
remorſe and penitential ſorrow on: account 
of my numerous and aggravated tranſ- 

greſſions, ſuch a lively faith in the de · 
clarations of the goſpel, and ſuch ſtrong 
deſires of having an intereſt in thy favour 4 
and friendſbip, as that I may be effect- 
ually perſuaded ** to part with every ſin, | 

be it ever ſo dear, and to comply with 
every duty, be it ever ſo contrary to my 
corrupt inclinations.” Thus ſhall I be 
reconciled to Thee, my offended So- 
wee 
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vereign; nid thus only can I ſecure my 
_ + preſent peace and everlaſting welfare, ac 


cording to the riches of thy grace and 


mercy, as manifeſted i in the goſpel of thy | 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be ow for ; 
ever and ever. Amen. "8 


e 4 


1 4 be alt Temptations to 4 = 
lay the Work of Religion, when con- 
vinced of its e GR es - 


we © Thou righteous and holy in 

reign of heaven and earth! thou 
art the God in whoſe hand my breath is, 
and whoſe are all my ways.“ 1 am in- 
debted to Thee for all that T am and 
have, and dependent upon Thee for all 
that 1 need or hope for. But great as 
my obligations are to T hee, and abſo- 


hog dependent as 1: am Wan Thee, I 1 
| have. 
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have been far from glorifying Thee : as 1 


| 8 ought, from ac owledging Thee in all 
my ways. or from conducting myſelf a wp. 


== Pures to the diſcoveries of thy will. 


I have reaſon to adore thy forbearance 


Nr goodneſs, chat thou haſt not long 
ſince ſtopped my breath, and cut me off 
from the land of the living chat thou 
art lengthening out the ſpace given me 
for repentance, though I bave ſo. long 
delayed this great and neceſſary work — 
that thou art ſtill waiting to be gracious 

| to me, though I have thus far rejected 
| the offers of thy grace; and art renewing 
thy calls and invitations, though I have 

hitherto refuſed hearkening to them. 0 

that 1 may no longer turn a deaf ear to 


thy calls, reject thy counſels againſt my- 


ſelf, abuſe thy patience, and weary out 


thy forbearance ; ; but let thy goodneſs 


w lead me to repentance, and ſuffer me not x 
15 to rifle with Thee to my ruin, = 
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« . am convinced; O Lord, that ſooner | 
or later, religion muſt be my ſerious care, | 
or I am undone. Nor do I dare, thou ö 
knowelſt, to give up all thoughts of re 
pentance and reformation. But, alas! I 


| how eaſily have 1 been perfuaded to put 


off this great and neceſſary buſineſs, from 
time to time, to fome fancied more con- 
venient ſeaſon! With what reluctance 


do I think of parting with my ſins and 


how does my fooliſh heart draw back 


| from the yoke of duty, and plead for i its = 
own indulgence, againſt. the dictates of - if 


bi a 


my better judgment! 


O convince me effectually 1 the folly * 


: and danger of this dilatory,. wavering, 


and irreſohute conduct. Save me, good 


Lord, from myſelf, from my own weak- _ WB 
neſs and perverſeneſs, from the impoſi- 


tions of my own ſenſes and paſſions, and 


the obſtinate force of all inveterate evil 


habits, Suffer not my heart to be hard- : 
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ened through the deceitfulneſs of he 


Convince me that, by every wicked ins 
. dulgence and purſuit, J am not only of. 
feending Thee, but wounding, injuring, 

and endangering my own foul, and mak- 
ing work, at beſt, for a bitter repentance, 


Give me, I beſeech 1.5 hee, ſuch a view 
of the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, I 


as may prevent me from confiding i in it, 
and putting off my great concern any 
longer. Suffer me not to deceive myſelf | 


with the falſe and dangerous imagina- | 


11 tion, that the difficulty of turning from 


ſin to holineſs will be leſs at any time 
hereaſter than at preſent, ſince 1 have 


found, by ſad experience, how) much 


evil habits are ſtrengthened by long indul- 


gence, and the remonſtrances of conſci- 
ence are enfeebled by being often ſtifled 
and controuled. Nor let me preſume to 
expect more powerful aſſiſtances of oy 
1 Spirit, in TREE of having 


 grieved 
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grieved and affronted him, by reſiſting 


* 


thoſe which he has already afforded. 
But, O that I may now yield to his gra- 
cious influences; carefully cheriſn every | 

ſerious impreſſion that may be made on 
my heart, and diligently improve all the _ 


helps and adyantages of a Rn: na- 
ture with which Jam favoured. 


Leave me not to myſelt, good Leal I a 
intreat Thee; ſeal me not up under a 


judicial blindneſs of mind and hardneſs 


of heart, but follow me with thy word _ 
and thy ſpirit, with thy mercies, of wit 
thy judgments, if they are needful ; and 
by any means which thou mayeſt know _ 
to be moſt proper and effectual, rouſe me 
from my ſtupid lethargy; and recover me 


to thyſelf. - Help me to lift up my eyes 
and my ſoul unto: Thee; and to devote 
myſelf unfeignedly to thy honour and 
ſervice; and let me now begin to culti- 
vate a friendſhi ip 2 Thee which ſhall | 
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vary Duve? 
Y ever, and be the glory and de 


Cut me not off from the 1 of the 


] living before I am fit for death and judg- 
mauent, but O ſpare me, good Lord, for 
thy mercy's ſake ; ſpare me a little lon- 


ger, till 1 ſhall amend; and bring forth 


fruits meet for repentance; till my evil 
inclinations, propenſities, and habits ſhall 
be ſubdued; till T ſhall have acquired "ll 
reliſh! for the acts and exerciſes of piety | 


and virtue, and ſo be formed to a meet- 


neſs for the ſight and enjoyment of Thee, 


the great Fountain of all good ; for the 


happy ſociety of holy angels, anc the 
i pirits of juſt men made perfect; and for 


all the buſineſs and bleſſedneſs of the 

heavenly ſtate. And O that, from this 

day, this hour, and this moment, ſuch : 

deep and ſerious im preſſions of religion 

may be made on my heart, as ſhall never 

0 worn out and 0blirerated, but ſhall 
| iſſue 


deo Tur mer, "dy 
iſſue in a e conxerſi ion, and ter- 
minate in everlaſting glory and e 


1 and e 


N " ſ:1 
n . f 1 44 


4. The convinced Simmer praying to be 


more deeply affected with a View of his. 
aggravated Guilt, and to be freed from 
the Power and Puniſhment oe Sin. 


Moſt great s vlorious, wo „ 


righteous, and merciful God!! walk 

what awe and reverence, with what fear ; 
and contrition of ſoul, and yet with what 
hope in thy mercy does it become me to 


draw near unto Thee, and to en 


my heart before Thee! 


Thou haſt! been pleaſed | to awaken: me 
to ſome ſenſe of my ſins, and of my dan- 


ger, and to convince me of the neceſſity 

of forſaking them, and of returning to 
Thee in the pol. duty and holy obe- 
„ 8 Sence, 
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146 85 DAILY DEYOTIONS | 
dience, in order to my partaking of that 
_ Happineſs of which thou haſt made me 
capable, and neceſſarily deſirous. 1 
| know that I am vile and wretched ; that 
I have acted very wickedly, and very 
. fooliſhly ; that I have lived not only in 
à ſad and inexcuſeable neglect of my 
duty, but in the wilful and habitual 
practice of that which i 18 evil! in thy ſight. 
Yet till 1 want toi be more deeply af- 
fected with ſorrow and remorſe on ac- 
count of my fins ; to have a more alarm- 
ing view of the dangers that threaten me, 
if J continue to indulge them. O that 
I might now know and ſee how evil a 
thing, and bitter it is, to have forſaken 
Thee, the Lord my God; to have caſt 
off thy fear, and violated my allegiance 
to Thee. 1 
Of what preſumption and arrogance 
have I been guilty, in magnifying myſelf 
| _ Thee, oy: ns; of Heaven, and 
1 
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FOR THE er,omr. „ 
lifting up my rebellious hand in oppo- 
fition to the great Sovereign of the uni- 
verſe ! How abſolute is that authority 
which I have lighted ! How excellent 


are thoſe laws which I have violated ! 


—]laws wiſely calculated for the moſt 
beneficial purpoſes ; ; not only Juſt: and 


holy, but good; — good in themſelves, 7 


good in their general tendency, and eſ- 


pecially good, pleaſant, profitable, and 


honourable to thoſe who live in the con- 
ſcientious practice of them. 
I have finned, O Lord, n 1 


5 cleareſt light and knowledge of my duty, 
againſt the deciſions of my own reaſon 
and judgment, the remonſtrances of my 


conſcience, and the diſcoveries of thy 


word and will in the goſpel. I have 


added preſumption to my folly, wilful- 
neſs to weakneſs ; having defpiſed -the 
counſels, exhortations, promiſes, and af- 
fiſtances.” | 4 hou haſt written to me the 
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done it; and therefore in me the oil 
non of it has been peculiarly ſinful. * 
I have known ſomething of the uns 


in the way, and to be expected as the 
reward of my duty,' and yet have not 
been induced thereby to engage in the 
practice of it. And though I have been 
very awfully warned of the dreadful con- 


daring preſumption have I expoſed: my- 
ſelf to tem. 
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F peakable advantages that areto be found 


much more aggravated are my offences, 
when confidered as committed againſt 


Kindneſs and tender mercies towards me, 


againſt the entering ties of gratitude, 


great things of thy law; but I have ace. 
counted them as a ſtrange thing. IN 
| known to do good, but yet have not 


— 


ſequences of diſobedience, yet with What 


And, O thou moſt compattionate Fa a- 8 


\ F We 
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as well as againſt the obligations of duty 
and intereſt, and the ſtrong influence of 
thoſe hopes and fears which are deeply 


rooted in my nature, and powerfully; 


applied to in thy word, for the moſt ſa- 
lutary purpoſes! Thou, O Lord, haſt 


nouriſhed and brought me up as one of 
thy children, and yet I have rebelled 


againſt Thee. Thou waſt the watchful | 


Guardian of my. infant days, and haſt 
been my Guide and Protector, my con- 
ſtant Preſerver, and unwearied Benefac- 


tor, through all my advancing years. 
My rational powers and faculties were 


given, and are continued by Thee; and 


to Thee am I indebted for every oppor-- 


tunity of improving them. Whatever 


worldly comforts I enjoy, are the effects 


of thy unmerited bounty; and it is to 


thy rich and free grace that I Wwe the 
diſ coverics and invitations of the goſpel; 
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the offers of pardon and reconciliation; ö 
. 12 the proſpects of eternal glory and 
felicity, through the mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son. And yet, O thou beſt 
of beings, how have I abuſed thy good- 
neſs, miſapplied my capacities and ad- 
vantages, deſpiſed thy grace, and rejected | 
the offers of life and ſalvation ! * HEN. 
| Convince. me, merciful God, of the 
malignity of thoſe offences which I have 
committed againſt ſuch clear light and 
knowledge, againſt ſo many. gracious 4 
calls and warnings. Free me from the 
power and prevalence of evil habits, from 
the influence of corrupt examples, and 
from the aggravated folly and iniquity of 
tranſgreſſing laws which are ſo righteous 
and holy, ſo juſt and pure, and which 
tend ſo much to the happineſs, the eter- 
nal happineſs, of all who obey bim. 
n me el * againſt the deceit- 
: fulnels 
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ſulneſs of my own heart. May I never 


ſuffer any wicked inclinations, any cor- 


rupt defires, ſo far to impoſe upon me, 
as to lead me contrary to the dictates of 
conſcience or the until of the 
goſpel. 92 78 
May the example and precepts of my 
great Redeemer be the conſtant ſubjects 
of my meditation. Him may I ever 
earneſtly deſire to imitate and obey. 


Thus may I be freed from the dominion, 1 


of corrupt luſts and ſinful affections, and 
grow more and more into a reſemblance 
of my Saviour, and into a capacity of 


enjoying that happineſs which he is gone 


to prepare for all his ſincere diſciples and 
tollowers. 


May divine grace in chis way enable 5 
me to eſcape the dreadful puniſhments 


which will certainly be inflicted upon all 
| obſtinate ſinners; and may tue ow 


1 1 ſpirit 
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| ſpirit of God lead me from one degree 
of holineſs and virtue to another, till at 

length I become meet for the inheritance | 
of the ſaints: in light. Then may ce- 

leſtial envoys conduct me ſafe to thoſe 
raviſhing and tranſporting joys, which 
will; be the eternal poſſeſſion of all thoſe 
who truſt in the mercy and goodneſs s of- 
God, through the mediation of Jeſus: 
Chriſt; to whom be glory in all the 
churches, world without end. Amen. 


4 very fort Morning Prayer, tb FE 2 
' by a Perſon on @ Journey, or wen 
ee for Time. RE x 


\ LMIGHTY add _ . Fa a- 
ther, Iadore Thee as the Former and 
Upholder of all things; as the Author of 
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my life and being, the Fountain of all my 


paſt and preſent mercies, and the F oundas | 


tion of all my future hopes. 


Bleſſed be thy name for the abit of 0 


the laft night, and for cauſing me to ſee 


the light of another day in comfort. 
Keep me this day in thy fear and love; 


and whereſoever I may go, or in what- 
ever occupations I may be engaged, let 


me not forget Thee, or be drawn aſide 
from the path of my duty 1 into che 1 8 


4 5 


of fin or folly. | 
By all the occurrences of the V. may 


1 learn ſome profitable leſſons: in all 


my converſe with others, may I aim at 


doing and getting good. Let my views | 
be always directed heaven-wards while 1 | 
Jam paſſing through this world: and, 
finally, grant me a joyful admiſſion into * 
thy glorious kingdom, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, who 1 is the way, che truth, and the 
| | life; 


— $ . 
—— ——— K — 


254 DAILY DEVOTIONS 

life ; 7M whom I praiſe Thee, and to | 
whom I would aſcribe the glory of his 
_ gracious undertaking in behalf of our 
ſinful race, for ever and ever. Amen. 


4 very flor Evening Pro yer. 


"REAT and good God, in whom 1 

live, and move, and exiſt |! another 
4 haſt thou now added to my forfeited 
life, and moſt grateſully would I ac-_ 
knowledge thy unwearied care and kind- 


ness in keeping me from dangers, and 


providing for the ſupply of all my wants 
from day to day. With grief and ſhame 
muſt I at the ſame time confeſs and be- 
Wail the many errors, imperfections, and 
failings of my paſt life, and particularly 
any inſtances wherein I have this day 

| tranſyreſſed | 


rox THE CLOSET. : 155 0 
tranſgreſſed thy righteous laws, or ne- 
glected the duty which I owe Thee. 
Pardon, good Lord, for thy mercy's ſake, 


as manifeſted in and by thy Son Jeſus _ 


Chriſt, whatever hath been amiſs in my 
paſt temper and conduct. Cleanſe me 
by thy ſanctifying grace from all un- 

righteouſneſs, that I may always live for 
the time to come, as under thine im- 
mediate preſence, and as becometh one 

who is accountable ta Thee for the whole 70 


of his conduct. 


I now commit myſelf to thy Guardian 935 


care during the darkneſs and ſilence of | 
this night. May I awake in the morn- 
ing refreſhed with comfortable ſleep, and 
ſtill find myſelf bleſſed with thy favour ; 
and ſurrounded with thy powerful pro- | 
tection. , And at length may I attain the 
happineſs 5 heaven, where I ſhall for 
ever live in the ſmiles of thy favour, and _ 
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15 - DAILY DEVOTIONS_ | 
_ eternally enjoy the light of thy bliſsful 
' countenance. Theſe petitions I offer. 
vp to the throne of thy grace, through, 
the mediation - and interceſſion of my 
great Redeemer, Jefus Chriſt che right- 
eous, to whom be honour and glory for. 

ever and ever. Amen. 


The Child's 1609 Projer 


\ LMIGHTY ad moſt Scecifn Fa- 
ther, thou keepeſt me from harm by 
night and by day, and art always doing 
me good. I thank Thee that thou haſt 
taken ſuch care of me the laſt night, and 
I that I am alive and well this morning. 
Save me from evil all this day; and 5 


Whereſoever I Als let me ns eee rememn- 
TE, ber 


3 
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ber that thou God ſeeſt me, that ſo 152 
may not dare to ſin againſt Thee. 
hleſs all my friends, as well as myſelf: of 
do good to them at all times, and in all 1 
places, and help me always to ſerve chem 
in love. 
And when I have done thy will here 
on earth, by thy grace aſſiſting me, then 
give my ſoul a place in heaven, to dwell 
with Thee there, and with thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; for heaven and earth, and al! 
things in them are thine, for evermore. ö 
Amen. 


The Child's Puening Proyer. 5 


O Lord God, thou knoweſt all chin: 0 
Thou ſeeſt me by night as well as by 
day; and art acquainted with all my 
words, and with all my 
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15 Make me thankful for all the mercies 
1 have received this day, and every day 
5 of my paſt life, and may I ever conſider 
Thee as the great Author of all the 
5 good things 1 enjoy. . 
Bleſs alt my friends and . 
May they be continually under thy pro. 
tection and care. Make me affectionate 
' towards them. May I love them for 
their kindneſs to me. 5 
| Pardon whatever thou haſt ſeen an 
in my temper or behaviour this day, and 
take me under thy care and protection 
this night, While I am aſleep let no- 
thing terrifying or deſtructive befal me; 
but may I reſt in ſecurity. beneath the 
ſhadow of thy wings, and awake in the 
morning refreſhed with the repoſe of the 
: 5 e 5 
As I paſs from one | day to another, 
r thy grace enable me to ſerve and 
honour 
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FOR THE CLOSET. 
honour Thee in this world 


treat Thee to receive me at laſt 1 into thy 
glorious preſence in heaven, . 
| Jeſus Chriſt, who died to fave me from 
fin and everlaſting deſtruction. To hin 


* 


be honour and praiſe for ever. Amen. 
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CY The Reign of. 88 oO its Riſeto its Cate 
* fyrmation, By Ane Boothe; Aa new „ 
e 38 6d bound. | 


2. The Paſſion, or a "Deſcriptive, anc Critical: 
| N. arrative of the Incidents, as they occurred in 
2 each day of the week in which CEriſpis Suffers 
8 © ings are commemorated ; with Reflections cal- 
ny 5 . culated for Religious Improvements. By 
Thomas Knowles, D. D. ee of El, 
1 Price 38 bound: 
by 8 . 3 5 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt; or, a Treatiſe 
$1 of the Bleſſed State of the Saints in their Enjoy- 
ment of Gop in Heaven. By the Rev. Richard 
© Baxter; abridged by Benjamin Fawcett. Th, 5 
= Sixth Edition. Price 35 bound. : 
K . © © A Diſcourſe concerning the Nature and Doi: 
4 n of the Lord's Supper. To which are added, 
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